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THE CORNER STONE
So, this is what our Almighty, everlasting, ever-loving and faithful Lord says:
16 “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;

the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.” (Isa 28:16)

A stone, a tested stone, a precious
cornerstone”

Washington State Church History
The Church of God in Christ

ABSTRACT
The strength of this
family is rooted in its
sanctification of its
founders in Jesus Christ
through the power of the
Holy Ghost. This family
has prospered and
prevailed in spite of our
collective adversary.

James Reese Jr.,
Chronicler

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY of The Church of God in Christ
(COGIC) Pentecostal Church and the Tolliver, Reese, Chatman, &
Jones Family Involvement.
“THE BEGINNING” 1923 (Inception) thru 1972.
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Historical Recollection (Personal)-A Legacy of Loving Christ
The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah and the Lord said, “Jeremiah I am your creator, and before you
were born, I chose you to speak for me to the nations.” Jeremiah replied, “I’m not a good speaker Lord,
and I am to young.” “Don’t say you are too young,” the Lord answered. “If I tell you to go and speak to
someone, then go! And when I tell you what to say, don’t leave out a word! I promise to be with you
and keep you safe, so don’t be afraid.” Jeremiah 1:4-8
I am James Lee Reese, Jr. I was born on March 25, 1951, to the union of James L. Reese, Sr., and
Willa M. Stinson-Reese. On this particular rare day in March, it was early Easter Sunday morning.
During the gestation period of my birth, my mother was saved (born again), sanctified, received the
Baptism and infilling of the Holy Ghost. Her testimony, during this period, is that she spoke with other
tongues as the Spirit gave utterance (Acts 2:4). I understood and I also
received this as a personal blessing on and over my life. However, at that
time, I did not know the thief of John 10:10a that was to come. From my
earliest recollections, with this pronounced blessing, I have always
contemplated the life ahead of me. If this then is the road I must travel,
then strengthen me as I search for sunlight and the light of the Son. The
rarity of Easter coming again on Sunday, March 25 , 1951, continues to
propel me towards relational sunlight with humanity and the light of the
Son, individually.
Accordingly, my spiritual formation, the natural growth that occurs when authentic faith

in Jesus Christ is merged with intentional alignment to the principles of Scripture, empowered
by the Holy Spirit, merges with servitude to others, and actually comes to fruition, would be
essential. What are the necessary components for spiritual formation and the challenges?
First, the primary component is faith, authentic faith in Jesus Christ, which will always be
challenged by fear of the known and unknown. Another necessary component to spiritual
formation is developing a life dedicated to the principles of Jesus Christ. This dedicated life will
always be challenged by physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual death. However, I will not be
afraid to dream big. Finally, community. Our faith and life must show the love of Jesus Christ
towards our neighbor. The challenge will always be identifying who is one’s neighbor.
Accordingly, these Washington State COGIC founders coupled with community and
parental guidance, shaped the religious landscape in many souls from inception to today.
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Historical Recollection (Cont.)-A Legacy of Loving Christ
James L. Reese Jr., 1954

My recollection and contribution to this historical
documentation is specifically pointed, selectively organized
(see table of contents), lovingly presented, and purposefully
documented who, when, why, and where the incubation
and expanded growth of this Pentecostal organization
(COGIC) happened in the Puget Sound Region and
throughout this particular State. This historical rendering
primarily covers the inception (1923) and early years of the
Church of God in Christ (COGIC) in Washington State
through the demise of Bishop T. J. Kinlow (1972), and coincides with many of my father’s photographic
renderings during these same time periods.
A great point about learning history is that it invites a much deeper and wider experience of
wisdom and understanding of “how we got over.” We rehearse the best of previous generations and of
ages past to assist in the reconciliation of today’s moments of euphoria and/or distress history and my
foundational roots in Jesus Christ are a poignant reminder of the preserved wisdom offered by these
foundational Saints. The neglect of our Black religious roots and heritage in Christianity has historically
distorted both the religious and secular perspective of the church, which is necessary for our individual
and collective growth as well as our organizational leadership in Washington State.
These foundational Saints opened a new knowledge of care and counseling that has
allowed me to take my everyday ordinary life, my sleeping, eating, vocational and walking around life
and place it before God as an offering. The intersection and interaction with theological culture and
community have allowed for recognition of what God requires from the laity, to the ordained, and all
religious offices/persons in between. These foundational Saints maximized my awareness of what God
requires of His disciples through self-assessment and self-awareness, how our family (natural &
spiritual) environment shapes the ways we interact with others, and especially the need for a wellformed maturity in our Christian lives and leadership.
During my early years (1950s) I can remember going down to “skid row,” commonly known
today as Occidental Square, in downtown Seattle with my father. We would feed the homeless, and
dad would give money, handshakes, smiles, and hugs of encouragement to the needy. During the night
we would get a hot dog or chili dog and just walk the streets for a while. His quiet parental guidance
was often at its best. My conscious and subconscious thoughts of vocation were formed during these
times. My future vocation was always or generally presented as something “opposite” of what my
father got paid to do. It was during my later childhood and early adolescent years, doing part-time
work with my father, that I realized the labor-intensive work (building demolition) that dad got paid for
was not his true vocation or career calling.
This historical project supports my personal belief that vocation, occupation, Godly giftings, and
paid employment are not necessarily synonymous or congruent terms. I found my vocation and career
path in childhood and early adolescence in our early ministry to humanity. I am fortunate in that the
6

greater portion of my life has produced a vocation and strong suitability to my God given and God
crafted gifts and talents.
I continue to hear the parental, ecclesial, and historical voices of our founders systematically,
methodically, and repeatedly sharing with me God, family, and a work ethic. These voices and forces
continue to track my personal and vocational trajectory. Intertwined in these foundational pillars of
truth were a variety of pithy sayings, adages, life principles, and lived examples, such as: “Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you;” “We use things not people;” “Boy, taste and see, the
Lord He is good;” and “What goes around comes around.” Thus, my “circle of life theory”, has becomes
if you don’t want it to come around the table of life then don’t put it on the “Lazy Susan.” Finally, life’s
lessons and the parting words from my mother, found in Galatians 6:6-9, vocationally, have always
been formative, transformative, and prophetic.
“Let

him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived,
God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will
of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let
us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”
At this printing, I do not have all the names and dates of all intended participants or all
jurisdictional members between 1923 and 1972. I would like to put together a more complete church
history and I need your help. If you have any written documentation, artifacts, or information that will
further define and enhance the COGIC history during this time concerning the church, its founders, or
its members in the State of Washington, please contact me.
This is a symbiotic thesis project that bridges our living history and our shared reality of COGIC
in Washington State. This project is fueled by my Master of Divinity work at Seattle Pacific University.
Thank you to the University and Steve Perisho, Theology & Philosophy Librarian, for his assistance in
research, technology, space to organize, and the scholarship. Thank you to the School of Theology at
Seattle Pacific University for the learning objectives presented within the Academy, Abbey, and
Apostolate.
Teresa Bess, Jacqueline Raymond,
and Antoinette Reese, I can honestly say I
appreciate your editorial and literary
giftings and acquired skills. This project is
not the same without you. Thank you!
Information & Donations can be sent or
emailed to:
Specific Solutions and Opportunities for
Urban Living and Leadership (SSOULL):
WA COGIC History
POB 18495
Seattle, WA 98118
JamesCEO@ssoull.org
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DEDICATION
I dedicate this entire project to the ever eternal and
watchful eye of James L. Reese Sr. (Dad) through the Godly lens
of the Holy Ghost. You were the photojournalist to record
hundreds of iconic pictures that are displayed in this space. You
captured emotions, styles, relationships, and so much more.
Your bond with these events and those on the other side of
your camera lens is a work of enormous discipline and genius.
During my formative years and our ongoing physical
interactions, I thought you to be reclusive or that your
preference was solitude. I loved you; I just did not understand
your ways. You were never ostentatious. Never any overt
commotional fanfare. I never questioned your diverse moods, yet I always wondered why or how they
were manifested. I just did not know the details that made you “you.” As your favorite personality, Paul
Harvey would often say, “Now, the rest of the story.”
As I have poured through the hundreds of photos and film you left behind I realize my initial
childhood perceptions of you were inaccurate and incomplete. Once there was a more careful analysis
of your hobbies and loves I began to broaden those initial perceptions until a truer picture of you came
into focus. I know you had a love of family, fellowship, photography, and all its parts, but let the records
reflect your greater love for humanity. I do not have the words of appreciation or forgiveness due you
that can express my love and sincere gratitude for your challenging work, your consistency, costs
expended to preserve your work, and your ever-diligent awareness and
foreknowledge that history must be documented and preserved. These historical
photos reflect your professionalism and love. I hope the words “thank you” travel
the distance from earth to heaven, reach you, warm your heart, and pierce your
very soul.
When I transition this life, you will be the first person I wish to encounter
on the other side. I suspect you will be a captain in the company of Michael and
his angels who are responsible for the care of spiritual Israel (Revelations 12:7-12).
Your overwhelming presence, persona, and powerful personal perceptions have
been a careful guiding light in my personal and professional life, and a guiding light
for generations to come.
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Universal Congregational Acknowledgement
My congregational assessment is based on my “home” church, Madison Temple Church of God in
Christ where I experienced my initial transformative salvific work. The King Street Church Family was
located on 25th and King Street. The Madison Temple Family was housed at 23 rd and East Madison Street.
These two congregations were located in central Seattle. My formative years as an adolescent, through
my young adulthood years, were spent under the tutelage of my initial Pastor, the late Bishop Van
Goodlow, and a host of precious souls. My spiritual transformation was under the pastorate of Elder
Edgar Gray, Sr., in 1975. This local assembly was a charter member of the larger national and
international organization of churches called The Church of God in Christ, Inc. (COGIC). This community
of believers was the result of the formation of COGIC by my pioneering grandmother and her siblings,
and today is the foundation for all COGIC churches in the State of Washington. My evaluative lens is
family, Pentecostalism, and the Holiness Movement.
Theologically and ecclesiastically, our vocational and operational church history is dependent
on the inerrancy of the Bible and it being the inspired Word of God. We would be considered literalists
as it relates to the Bible. However, denominationally, I realize much of the Old Testament (OT) is
illustrative and not necessarily duplicatable. Much of the New Testament (NT) is duplicatable and
illustrates how we can follow Christ. In our observance of ordinances, including feet washing, water
baptism, and communion, also known to some as the Eucharist, or the service of remembrance we
“remember” the sacrifices of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the Bible, as we consume elements
representative of His body and blood. It is not the sacrifice that transforms, but our lives in relation to
the poor, the downcast, disenfranchised, the marginalized and how we enter and minister to these
racialized societies and churches, how we give the good news (life, death, and resurrection of Jesus) of
the gospel to humanity.
During the nineteenth century, as Pentecostalism, that charismatic religious movement, was
spreading and taking shape, there was a rise of Protestant churches world-wide. As these religious
organizations grew, there were various movements that sought further collaboration among these
various churches. In 1910, the World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh was an epoch-making event
to which many different movements of mission and unity trace their roots. The feature of the 1910 World
Missionary Conference which would be most remembered was its inner spiritual engine - the worship
and prayer which lay at its heart. Ultimately, in seeking unity and collaboration, the World Council of
Churches was founded.
The World Council of Churches was not a church per se, nor did it issue orders or directions to
churches, rather it sought a global unity despite race and nationality with a thrust towards obedience of
Christians to Christ in the modern world, a forum for which churches may work together in the spirit of
tolerance and mutuality and a renewal of the Christian denominations. Thus, this ecumenical movement
operated on two facets. The first was a quest for more visible unity. The second was the birth of a
worldwide movement to whose mission and self-understanding would be an inclusive contribution from
all involved and rooted in the way of Jesus.
Apropos to current events, this worldwide ecumenical movement, which was founded in the 20 th
century, was primarily about unity. There are a variety of solid definitions of the term unity. Simply, it is
the unification of many into one. How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity
and bring faith communities and individuals together for the common good of humanity in order to know
and understand each other and eradicate the barriers and boundaries that divide and marginalize. When
the faith community, inclusive of all denominations, unites and duplicates the initial ecumenical
movement, the imago dei and the missio dei are realized in the one Jesus Christ.
10

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY
“IN THE BEGINNING”

Founding Family (First Generation) of Washington State Church of God in Christ
The Church of God in Christ did not begin in Washington until April 1923, when
Mother Geneva Tolliver came to Seattle from the State of Mississippi to work in the field of labor. She
was the first Church of God in Christ member to “touch the soils” in Washington State. She fasted and
prayed to God asking Him to touch the hearts of other ministers and workers, so they would be led by
the Holy Spirit into these, then green fields of the State of Washington.
Her sister Mother Carrie Reese and
her husband, Brother Edward Reese, Sr.,
and their children (Otis, Edward Jr., James
L., Sr., and Robert Reese) moved to Seattle
in 1924. They fought many battles and had
many struggles, but through various rugged
and trying experiences, the faithful few
banded themselves together in love with a
determined mind to succeed. These four
gospel trailblazers began a work together which can never be forgotten.
They established the first Church of God in Christ in the State of Washington. Later the two
sisters persuaded their brother L.E. Tolliver, to purchase a church building (Madison Church, back
center of photo). The first State of Washington Church of God in Christ Holy Convocation was held in
1937. There was standing room only because many of the Baptist members would come to the State
Convocation and the meeting would be packed out.
At that time, the State Holy Convocation was held for 10 days, the meeting began on a Friday
and ended on the Second Sunday. Elder L.E. Tolliver would have a sign that read, “HOLY
CONVOCATION.”
During the meeting blind Mother Drain would play the piano and sing and on one occasion she
was playing and immediately stopped upon the entrance of Bishop Mason. Although, she was blind she
knew when Bishop Mason had entered the room and all playing ceased.
Many of the founding family members were involved in the early church and served in various
capacities. Mother Mazell Jones and her family moved to Seattle in January 1936 along with her sister,
brother-in-law, and their family. Mother Jones was a member of her uncle Elder L.E. Tolliver’s church,
Madison COGIC and she served in various positions. She was the state secretary for the Washington
State COGIC, she was the Coordinator of Housing, Bible Band Secretary and member of the Sewing
Circle. She was the Chairperson of Housing for the First National Women’s Convention that was held in
Seattle in 1958.
She also assisted her mother, Mother Carrie Reese, in taking care of the bishops, preachers, and
others. Mother Mathetta Jones and her husband, Brother Charles Jones moved to Seattle in 1936 and
they were both active and assisted their uncle, Elder Lee Tolliver at Madison COGIC. Brother Charles
11

Jones was saved and filled with Holy Ghost and was the first Superintendent of Sunday School at
Madison COGIC. Mother Mathetta Jones served as Bible Band teacher at Madison COGIC. She later
followed her uncle, Elder Lee Tolliver when he purchased and pastored the Jefferson Street COGIC
where she served with him faithfully. Later, Elder Lee Tolliver who was elevated to Bishop L.E. Tolliver,
purchased the Tolliver Temple COGIC on 19 th & Fir. Mother Mathetta Jones served as Church Mother,
Church Secretary and Secretary/Treasurer to many auxiliaries. Eva Reese was the State’s first COGIC
Secretary (see Complaint, Affidavits, and Answer concerning Trial #193288 located at end of report
with Artifacts).
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Bishop Tolliver departed this life on June 29th, 1967, at 4:10 A.M.
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Mason Introduces Sanctification - Theology – State Inclusion
God had purposed in Himself to give unto His people “times of refreshing.” Charles H. Mason’s
theological and Pentecostal hermeneutics coupled with “glossolalia,” the infilling of the Holy Ghost and
sanctification, drove a Christianity of Pentecostalism into the ethos of humanity. All around the world
his faithful guiding beliefs perforated the heart of humanity and humanities’ heart’s. Additionally, in
America, during slavery and the Jim Crow era, Mason was quite instrumental and foundational in the
formation of a new American Pentecostal denomination, and in 1907 The Church of God in Christ
(COGIC) was incorporated and took a scriptural passage for its name. 1 At this time, this was an atypical
interracial movement from which whites later withdrew.2 Today, that denomination is the largest
African American Christian denomination and has a theology that is spiritual, wise, and persuasive with
locational and situational influences in over 80 countries around the globe. Charles H. Mason was their
first Senior Bishop with headquarters in Memphis, Tennessee.
Charles H. Mason was born September 8, 1864, on the Prior Farm near Memphis, Tennessee. The
family were members of the Mt. Helm Missionary Baptist Church. His mother was reported to be a
woman of great faith who was converted to Christ during the dark period of American slavery. My
paternal grandmother Carrie, housed Mason during 1930s-1950s when visiting in Seattle, noted that
God had bestowed the gift of prayer on Mason and Mason’s mother. As mothers do, she often prayed
Charles would know about God’s presence and be converted at an early age. 3
Charles H. Mason received a local license in 1893 from the Mt. Helm Olive Missionary Baptist
Church, which dated the beginning of his ministerial career and that same year he had an experience of
“sanctification.” On November 1, 1893, he entered Arkansas Baptist College and stayed about three
months. His revelatory thoughts were that, “there is no salvation in schools and colleges” for the way
they were conducted, and it grieved his soul.

1

1 Thessalonians 2:14 KJV - For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus.
For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans,
2
Pentecostalism is the only denomination of the Christian faith in the United States founded by African American people.
Despite its interracial and ecumenical beginnings, it naturally divided in 1914 from Black Baptist and Methodist because of
the tensions between Europeans and African perspectives. While the larger Pentecostal movement conflicted with
evangelical churches over the introduction of “speaking in tongues,” or glossolalia, the Saints also conflicted with other
black Christians over whether to retain traditional slave religious practices, especially the holy dance, an outgrowth of the
ring shout. (Clemmons, 1996).
3
Chapter 1 - Experiencing God’s Presence as a child (Hill, 2013, pp. 21-29)
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(Photo @ cogic.org)

In 1897 he first
formed a Pentecostal
Holiness Church and
called it the Church of
God in Christ. In 1907,
while at the Azusa
Street revival, Mason
experienced glossolalia,
which led to the
incorporation of the
Church of God in Christ
as a denomination and
soon would become an
influential
denominational force.
As a result, Mason’s
Pentecostal denominational body was chartered by the federal government to provide ministerial
credentials and thus became the first and only Pentecostal church to commission and ordain white
ministers.4 Accordingly, from 1907-1914, Mason ordained some 350 white ministers.
In 1917, after receiving a letter from Bishop C.H. Mason, President Woodrow Wilson invited Mason
to the White House to discuss his Church of God in Christ request for exemption from World War I
military service, which was vital in obtaining conscientious objector status. In addition, these credentials
allowed pastors and evangelicals to obtain discounted fares on the railways as the threat of World War
I loomed. Accordingly, white and black Pentecostal ministers sought credentialing with Mason.
Ultimately, segregation and man’s racialized construct of race raised its ugly head and again
presented alternatives to God’s divine plan for a reconciled humanity. Although several white ministers
stayed with COGIC, the Assemblies of God’s race politics created a “sisterhood myth” and most whites
separated from COGIC and Mason (this myth would be perpetuated for the next 100 years). 5 Bishop C.H.
Mason lived and presided over the Church of God in Christ longer than the founder of any major
denomination in modern history (1897-1961) and left his indelible imprint on its life and thought.
Charles H. Mason was born naturally and spiritually and developed his theology in the Jim Crow
era when racial segregation and a racialized society dehumanized the African American population. The
economics of slavery created and fueled poor, marginalized, and disadvantaged neighborhoods and
social groups. Lynchings were the norm in the South, and were used as a means of controlling Black

4

C.H. Mason ordained many white men who were initially recognized as COGIC ministers. However, these same men, on
account of segregation, organized what became the Assemblies of God, the largest white Pentecostal denomination in 1914
(Blount, 2007, pp. 218-220)
5
(Alexander, 2011, pp. 269-277)
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America, it brutalized the collective consciousness of African Americans, threatened America,
Americans, and humanity.
These chaotic conditions and the blatant defiance of the reality of God’s created humanity
demanded that believers of Christ take a stand. It was during these times and these conditions that
Mason allowed God to speak to him about sanctification, the infilling of the Holy Ghost and the spiritfilled life, as essential to God’s present-day plan for man’s redemptive salvation.
For Mason sanctification meant to be separated, set apart, cleansed, and consecrated for God’s
special purpose. He had a three-fold act of sanctification.
 Sanctification by the Word – Ephesians 5:26; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4; 1 Timothy 4:5; Acts
20:32
 Sanctification by the Blood – 1 Peter 3:15; Hebrews 9:13-14, 10:10, 29
 Sanctification by the Spirit – Hebrews 2:11; Romans 15:16; II Thessalonians 2:13; 1
Corinthians 6:11
The theology concerning baptism of the Holy Ghost, individually and its initial signs, were also important
and necessary to Mason. Being filled with the Spirit meant the believer was committed to a spirit-filled
life, the immersion into the empowerment, and the supernatural gifts of God. During the Jim Crow era
Mason believed if filled with the Holy Ghost, a believer would renounce racism and there would have
been a different heart dynamic, especially among those who were “sanctified” and identified as
Christians. He had similar points of interest for baptism.
 The Holy Spirit implants the nature and life of Christ in the believer.
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18)
 The Holy Spirit sets the believer free from the law of sin and death.
(Romans 8:1-2)
 The Holy Spirit enables the believer to fulfill the righteousness of God.
(Romans 8:10-11)
 The Holy Spirit confirms the completed work of salvation in us.
(Romans 8:14-16)
It is believed prior to Azusa Street; Mason’s own racial prejudice almost short-circuited his
acceptance of the Pentecostal baptism. After baptism there was a total purging from sin, as Wesleyan
leaders proposed, which to Mason, included racism. Mason worked hard to maintain racial unity within
this Pentecostal religion.
Generational Influences of Mason’s Work
It was thought that in 1888 C. P. Jones enrolled at Arkansas Baptist College to study for the ministry
and to sharpen his preaching skills. C. P. Jones was an up-and-coming young preacher, composer of
gospel music, singer, and evangelist. Jones was ordained through Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Little Rock,
Arkansas. While in college he became a pastor and editor of the main publication of the Baptist faith,
the famous Arkansas Baptist Vanguard Newspaper. In 1893, Reverend C. H. Mason enrolled in the
Arkansas Baptist College to better prepare himself for ministry. This is where he first met Jones. Later in
1895, both Jones and Mason, with comrades J. E. Jeter and W. S. Pleasant released a bi-monthly
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periodical called “The Truth.” C. P. Jones would prove to be a profound influence and ministerial partner
with Mason.
When Mason and Jones left the college, they were both disillusioned and disheartened about the
form of education and assimilated church methodology, for it contradicted what they believed was God’s
calling for personal daily living. They both held strong convictions that the Baptist faith was not teaching
the entire truth concerning the work of salvation. For The Baptist, sanctification did not mean total
purging from sin, as Wesleyan leaders proposed, but that individuals were “turned” to God with their
whole hearts and put themselves in absolute obedience to his commands.” Accordingly, this void in
teaching caused or allowed Christians to live a life “any ol kinda way” they wanted to and still be
considered a Christian.6 These men wanted and even longed for a more perfect way.
The National Baptist Convention expelled Jones, Mason, and others in 1899 because of their
Wesleyan perfectionism and their militant defense of slave worship practices which the rest of the Black
churches sought to forget. These two outcasts chided the Baptist and Methodist churches for neglecting
the “spiritual component” in their quest for a more political and social gospel. 7
William Joseph Seymore, a Black brother and the son of slave parents, was another profound
influence on Mason. In April 1906, under the leadership of Seymore at the Azusa Street Revival, is where,
in March of 1907, Charles H. Mason, Jeter, and Young, two other comrades in the movement, received
the infilling of the Holy Ghost evidenced by speaking in an unknown tongue.8 Elder Mason tells of
receiving the Holy Ghost:
“The first day in this meeting I sat to myself, from those that went with me. I saw and heard some
things that did not look scriptural to me, but at this I did not stumble. I began to thank God in my
heart for all things for when I heard some speak in tongues, I knew it was right, though I did not
understand it. Nevertheless, it was sweet to me. I also thank God for Elder Seymore who came
and preached a wonderful sermon. His words were sweet and powerful, and it seems that I hear
them now while writing…”9
For Mason, this interracial gathering fulfilled a longing and a desire to witness an outpouring of
God’s Spirit on all people and as noted earlier, his mother was a major prayerful factor in Mason’s life.
Due to the scarcity of early noted Black scholarship many of the black Pentecostal leaders were
known only by their followers. However, other influences included Henry Fisher, William Fuller, Mary
Magdalena Tate, Ida Robinson, Garfield Haywood, Robert Lawson, C.B. Cashwell, and a host of others
that significantly contributed to Mason and the rapid rise of Pentecostal spirituality everywhere. 10

6

Chapter 3 – Rejecting a Lie for the Truth (Hill, 2013, pp. 43-62)

7 (Alexander, 2011)
8

Chapter 2 (Hill, p. 26)
Clemmons (p. 145)
10
Dr. Estrelda Y. Alexander gives a historical look at Pentecostalism in America. She was raised in the 1950s and 1960s, but
she knew little of her heritage and thought that all Christians worshiped and believed as she did. Much later she discovered
that many Christians not only knew little of her heritage but considered it strange. Even today, most North Americans
remain ignorant of black Pentecostalism. (Alexander, 2011, p. 29).
9

17

Without apology, the Bible was the major factor in his life. Mason believed in the authority of the
Scriptures, both Old and New Testament. He believed that in all matters of controversy, between
Christians, the Bible must be accepted as the supreme court of appeal. Mason believed the Bible was
and is the Word of God and contains one harmonious and sufficiently complete system of doctrine, and
that all of their parts are consistent with each other; and that it is our duty to trace out this consistency
by a careful investigation of the meaning of a particular passage.
Significance of Mason’s Contribution
The Church of God in Christ has a membership of six and a half million members and as noted
previously, has churches, bishops, pastors, and a ministerial staff in over eighty countries, including
America. The Charles Harrison Mason Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia, was the first Pentecostal Seminary
accredited by the Association of Theological Schools. C.H. Mason established a COGIC bookstore and the
COGIC publishing house.
In 1940, during World War II, Bishop Mason appointed Bishop Riley F. Ford to build Mason
Temple which would end up being the largest facility built from the ground up owned by African
Americans. Once the architectural design was complete, steel and limestone brick would become
necessary materials in the building construction. With the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941, steel and building ships, tanks, and guns became our country’s priority. Elder James Delk
discovered that the United States War Production Board delayed Mason Temple’s steel allotment, and
used his political influence in Washington D.C. to move the request forward. Pastor James Delk a white
COGIC pastor was friends with President Franklin D. Roosevelt. In FDR’s final term, Pastor Delk
campaigned for FDR and was a speaker at the Democratic National Convention thus, becoming the first
member of COGIC to speak at a Democratic National Convention. This was before African Americans
could vote in the South or become a part of a political party during11Plessy vs Ferguson.12
Over twenty-five years later, on April 3, 1968, Mason Temple headquarters became the last pulpit
Martin Luther King Jr. would stand in and give his last and now rather famous speech “I’ve Been to the
Mountain Top.” On the following day Dr. King was assassinated. Throughout the twentieth century and
even today, the contributions of Bishop Charles H. Mason continue.

11

After the tragedy where the old Mason Temple burned to the ground Hill gives a detailed recap of the finding land,
Mason’s vision of a new structure, God’s voice telling Mason there would never be a building large enough to hold the
COGIC saints of God, the actual construction scenario, the involvement of Williams, Taylor, Miller, Delk, FDR, Senator
Stewart, and the governor of Tennessee.(Hill, 2013, pp. 146-161)
12
Plessy v. Ferguson. Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896), was a landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme Court issued in
1896. It upheld the constitutionality of racial segregation laws for public facilities if the segregated facilities were equal in
quality – a doctrine that came to be known as "separate but equal"
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The Mason Temple Headquarters (photos @ cogic.org)
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Mother Geneva Tolliver (1881-1960) – First Member of the Church of God in
Christ in Washington State (COGIC)
Mother Geneva Tolliver (Aunt
Gen) was unmarried but was a
mother in Zion. She was
known as the “pantry lady”
and along with her sister,
Mother C. Reese, fixed dinner
for the convocation every day.
The food for the convocation
was gathered a month prior to
the convocation. She fixed
many meals for the saints. She
worked tirelessly in the church
and held many positions. She
was a Sunday School teacher,
Bible Band teacher, and
Church mother among other
responsibilities. She was a
member of Madison Temple
COGIC and later left and
served under the leadership
of her brother Bishop L.E.
Tolliver at 21st & Jefferson.
Mother Geneva Tolliver
resided in the back of the
church and served faithfully
until her death.
Mother Geneva
Tolliver died on
October 17, 1960.
-Below the Reese
family with Aunt
Geneva.
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Brother Edward Reese, Sr. (1881-1926) & Mother Carrie Reese (1883-1981)–
Pioneering Family of COGIC
Brother Edward Reese, Sr. was saved and filled with the Holy Ghost. He was a kind, gentle man
who was a hard worker. He loved the Lord and was a faithful husband and father. He was one of the
first trustees of the Church of God in Christ in the State of Washington. He was a faithful member and
worked until God called him home. He died in October 1926 of tuberculosis.
Mother Carrie Reese was a
God-fearing Christian woman, who
loved God and her family. She
accepted Christ as her personal
savior in 1920 and was later filled
with the Holy Ghost. Mother Reese
was a “woman of hospitality” and
entertained a number of Saints in
her home. Several of the founding
pioneers and Saints that stayed in
her home in the early 1940’s were
Bishop C.H. Mason, Mother Lillian
Coffey, Mother McGlothen, Bishop
Driver, Bishop Crouch, Bishop McEwen, Bishop E.E. Cleveland, Mother Rita Douglas and her husband,
Bishop Douglas, and the family blind pianist, Mother Drain. Many, many others stayed in her home .
She spared no pain in making her home comfortable for the people of God. She was a witness to men,
women, boys, and girls and led numerous people to Christ. She was a saintly woman of God and lived
the life she talked about. Mother Carrie Reese departed this life on Sunday, December 20, 1981, at
5:10 p.m. at Swedish Hospital, surrounded by her immediate and extended family. She lived a long life
and died at the age of 98 years old.
Bro. Edward and Mother Carrie Reese were married at an early age and to this union
twelve children were born. All but one was born in Mississippi. Six sons, Otis, Edward, Jr. James Lee,
and Robert Lonnie (born in Seattle) and six daughters Mazel, Mathetta, Eva, Leola, & Lee Ethel (three
children died earlier prior to leaving Mississippi). Bro. and Sis. Reese stepped out on faith and moved
from Mississippi to Seattle, Washington in 1923 with their younger children. They settled in the
Ravenna district (7018 23rd N.E.). They were two of the founding family members that established the
first Church of God in Christ in the state of Washington.

Mother Carrie Reese (right) standing out in front of Madison Church (1940s)
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Bishop Charles H. Mason stayed in her home. At one time there where twenty-one church
dignitaries staying in her home. Mother Carrie, her oldest daughter, Mother Mazell Jones and her nieces,
Bernice and Almeta Jones would assist in cooking three meals a day. A many of the saints who stayed
with Mother Reese were; Mother Lillian Coffey, Mother McGlothen, Bishop Driver, Bishop Crouch,
Bishop McEwen, Bishop A.J. Jones, Bishop E.E. Cleveland, Bishop O.T. Jones, Mother Rita Douglas and
her husband, Bishop Douglas, and Bishop Roberts of Chicago, Il. Mother Carrie Reese was a faithful and
loyal member of the church and served God and the church until she was no longer able. She died at the
age of 98 years old.

•

Bro. Edward Reese was saved and
filled with the Holy Ghost when he arrived
in Seattle. He was a kind, gentle man who
was a hard worker. He loved God and was
a faithful husband, father, and member of
the church. He was one of the first trustees
of the Church of God in Christ in the state
of Washington. after Elder Lee Tolliver
organized and purchased the first church in
the State. Bro Edward Reese died in 1926
when he was working on the railroad and
caught T.B.
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Bishop L.E. Tolliver (1888-1967) – Pioneer of the Church of God in Christ
In 1925 Elder S.V. Howell came to the city to run a meeting and Elder L.E. Tolliver, the brother of
Mother Geneva Tolliver and Mother Carrie Reese was saved and filled with the Holy Ghost and with fire.
From that time on, Elder L.E. Tolliver was a willing worker for God in the state, representing the
Washington Church of God in Christ in Memphis, Tennessee at the Holy Convocation each year. He began
working in 1925 under the leadership of Bishop L.C. Patrick for approximately 8 years; and later worked
with Elder A.J. Jones from 1929 to 1940. He continued to serve in Washington State until 1941 when
Bishop Van Goodlow was sent to Washington and became the Overseer of Washington State. Elder L. E.
Tolliver was appointed Bishop of Alaska in 1951.
The original organization of the Church of God in Christ in the State of Washington was chartered
in 1923 and the address was given as 2648 Irving Street in the city of Seattle. Elder L.E. Tolliver was one
of the original incorporators and trustees. On May 5, 1926, Elder Lee Tolliver saw the need to establish
the Church of God in Christ denominational organization in Washington and in the same year, those
efforts paid off so that the Church received a 50-year Charter in Olympia, Washington. The first trustees
were Elder L.E. Tolliver, Elder S.L. Howell, Brother J.W. Burton, Brother Ella G. Glanton and Brother
Edward Reese, Sr.

Bishop O.H. Harrison was sent to
Oregon. He then carried the work on in
Washington until 1941 when Bishop Van
Goodlow was sent here. At this time Bishop
Tolliver established four churches in the
state – two in Seattle (Tolliver Temple &
Madison Temple). He continued to work
with Bishop Goodlow. In 1942 the Lord
blessed him to begin another church – the
present Tolliver’s Temple. He was appointed
Bishop of Alaska in 1951.
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Elder Tolliver bought the building on the corner of 23 rd and Madison (Madison Temple COGIC)
and thus Madison Temple became the “Mother” church in this Washington State Jurisdiction. In 1938,
he met and married Elizabeth Tolliver. They had one son, William C. McGraw, Sr. In 1942, Elder Tolliver
and his wife, Mother Lizzie Tolliver, started a mission at 424 21 st Avenue (21st & Jefferson). God blessed
his labor in this place. Many souls were saved, and the work grew. In 1951, he received his certificate of
appointment from the late Bishop C.H. Mason to serve as Overseer (Bishop) of Alaska. Bishop Tolliver
with the help of the members in Alaska, built the first church edifice to be erected by an African American
in the city of Fairbanks. The work there had a rapid growth, under his leadership. In 1963, he purchased
and founded Tolliver Temple COGIC, 1915 East Fir Street in Seattle, Washington. The membership grew
tremendously, and the Lord continued to bless his labor. Bishop Tolliver died on Thursday, morning, June
29, 1967, at 4:10 a.m.

Above photo, Bishop Lee Tolliver (standing), Leola Harris (sitting), young James Reese Jr (standing), Deborah
Reese ( partially visible)

Mother Elizabeth Tolliver – Wife of Founding Family Member Elder L.E. Tolliver of
Washington State COGIC
Mother Tolliver was the wife of the late Bishop L.E. Tolliver, founding family member of the
Washington State Church of God in Christ. She was the First Lady of Tolliver Temple COGIC and the First
Lady of the Alaska Jurisdiction. Mother Tolliver was an adventurous woman and loved to travel both
inside and outside the country. She was a traveling evangelist and would evangelize in every state in the
United States ministering to people’s spiritual needs. She was known for her music; she would play the
piano and sing. She enjoyed street ministry and would go on the street corners and preach the gospel,
many souls were led to the Lord. She was a staunch supporter of the building of the church on 21 st and
Jefferson.
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The SECOND GENERATION OF COGIC - Founder’s Family & Spouses
Pastors’ kids (PK’s) were in the spotlight then (18 th-19th century) as-well-as today (20th-21st
centuries). The distractions that keep humanity from salvation today, were equivalent distractions to the
earlier Saints. Some of those PKs, from their generation, ran to God, sanctification, and the church.
Others, from their generation, ran from the salvific promises of God, for a while. Those that ran to God
were and have been abundantly and generationally blessed. Those that ran from God, ran into difficulties
until they turned to God or in the worst case, left this dimension on earth early in their tenure here.
Photos: 1. Leola & James Reese, 2. Robert L. Reese Sr., 3. Eva, Otis, Leola, & James (siblings). 4. Eva (Reese)
Moore.
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1.

Lee Ethel Reese.
2. The second photo is of a young James & Leola Reese.

3. (Right
to left) Almeda (Jones) Witherspoon, Willa (Stinson) Reese &
unknown female. 4. Willa and Mathetta Reese (Jones).
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Mother Mazell (Reese) Jones Member of Founding Family of Washington State COGIC
Mazell was saved at sixteen years old and showed her dedication and
faith to God and the church throughout her life. In the early 1920’s she married
Sam Jones. Her husband was a preacher, and she was a devoted wife until her
husband’s death. After his death, she and her children moved to Seattle in 1936
where her parents and other family members resided. She joined Madison
Temple COGIC her family’s church where her uncle, Elder L.E. Tolliver pastored.
As a single parent, she taught her children godly principles and did all she could
to give them a stable, loving Christian upbringing.
In her earlier years she served as the State Secretary for the State
church, and she was the Chairman of the Housing Committee. She also assisted
her mother, Mother Carrie Reese, in taking care of the out-of-state guests. She
assisted her mother in preparing meals, washing the guests’ clothes, and other
chores. Mother Mazell Jones was a diligent worker and she loved working with her hands. Her life was
filled with love for her family, God, and God’s people. During her lifetime she exemplified holiness. She
was a quiet, meek, and gentle woman of God. When she spoke, her words were few but filled with
wisdom, love, and compassion. Prior to her death, she was a member and church mother at Harvest
Time COGIC under the leadership of her son, Elder Samuel Jones. Mother Mazell Jones was the oldest
child of the founding family members, Brother Edward & Mother Carrie Reese. She fought a good fight
and finished her course in November 1992.
Mazell raised five children: One son, Samuel Jones (Gertrude), daughters, Sammie Lee Jones
Burton (Cornelius Dunbar Burton), Anna Louise Jones Green (Luther J. Green), Bernice Jones, and
Almeta Jones Witherspoon (Rayon Witherspoon). Elder Rayon and Almeta (see below) would later give
birth to Reginald C. Witherspoon (Fourth generation COGIC) who later became, the Bishop of the
Washington Northwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction (second in succession).
The two elder sisters Mazell and
Mathetta Reese married two
brothers, Sam, and Charles Jones.
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Mother Mathetta (Reese) Jones Member of Founding Family of Washington State COGIC
Mathetta’s parents instilled in her godly
principles, divine precepts and they gave her
spiritual guidance, which led her to accept Christ
at the early age of fourteen years old. At the age
of nineteen, she met and married Charles Jones.
In 1936, she and her family moved to
Washington State following her parents, Brother
Edward and Mother Carrie Reese, her Aunt
Geneva Tolliver and uncle, Elder L.E. Tolliver who
migrated to the City of Seattle in the early
1920’s. She placed her membership at the family
church, Madison Temple, where her uncle, Elder
L.E. Tolliver was the pastor. Later, she followed her uncle, Elder Tolliver when he opened another
storefront church on 21st & Jefferson.
This woman was such a woman of integrity and so committed to God and His righteousness,
that she dared not leave Madison Temple without getting the permission from Bishop Van Goodlow
who was the pastor at the time. Mother Jones served faithfully as Bible Band secretary while she was a
member of Madison Temple and brought the same experience to 21 st & Jefferson and later to Tolliver
Temple COGIC. While a member of Tolliver Temple she was the church mother, church secretary and
secretary to many auxiliaries under the leadership of the late Elder F.L. James. She also served as a
deaconess during communion services and was always available. Mother Jones was the District Mother
for the F.L. James District. She worked untiringly with the State Women’s Convention registration.
Mother Gertrude Young presented her with an award for her allaround help in the Women’s Department. She was known throughout the
State for her faithfulness. She was present at practically every church
function whether local, district or state, and served as a symbol of faithful
discipleship in the State of Washington. Her faithfulness, devotion, and
commitment to God left an example for others. As the daughter of the
founding family of the Church of God in Christ in Washington State, she
has certainly left a legacy in her own right. Mother Jones left to receive
her reward on February 18, 2001.
Mathetta Jones gave birth to seven children. four sons, Otis (Hollis
Byrd Jones), James (Juanita), Reuben (Sonya), L.C. (Dorothy/Evelyn). Three daughters, Katherine JonesDennis (Robert Dennis), Lola Jones Allen (Loyal), and Mary Lou Jones Dennis (Lee Arthur Dennis).
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Eva (Reese) Moore Member of Founding Family of Washington State COGIC
Eva was by trade a seamstress and an adept dressmaker. In the early years of the formation of the
church she was the first secretary and bookkeeper. Eva raised two children, John Jr., and Esther.
Below, 1. The first photo is of the Moore’s 2. The second photo, from left to right John Moore Sr.,
James Reese, Sr., Willa Reese with Eva holding daughter Esther.

29

Leola Reese Harris Founders Second Generation COGIC
Leola was the consummate babysitter for the family and the Church of God in Christ. She embodied
the spirit of hospitality. Many of these little ones were her “pride & joy.”
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Otis Reese (1918-1979) Founders Second Generation COGIC
S SGT US ARMY
WORLD WAR II

Beloved husband of Ora Lee Reese, and father of Dianna, Renee,
Alvord, and Laura Murray Reese. Survived by three grandchildren.
Brother of Leola (Reese) Harris, Mazell and Mathetta (Reese) Jones, Eva
(Reese) Moore and James Reese; Son of Ms. Carrie Reese, all of Seattle.
Otis Reese was the family enforcer, consummate chef, sports
enthusiast, and loved all things Reese. His hog head cheese and prime
rib, with Au jus, were culinary masterpieces. He attended Ravenna
Elementary School and Broadway High School. He was enlisted in the Army Airforce in 1945 during
WWII.
One late summer night in 1978 Otis came by his brother
James Sr’s home, inebriated, and had a lengthy conversation
with him concerning eschatological events (death, judgment, and
the final destiny of the soul). The discussion went on for some
time. Ultimately, Otis left with a Holy Ghost inspired prophecy
concerning his salvation, fresh from the lips and heart of a
loving brother, all while continuing to cling to his age-old belief
concerning these future religious events. As I sat around the corner in another bedroom, I could
unintentionally hear the conversation and the prophecy. Yes, I was dumb
founded. My father was not one to publicly or privately prophecy or challenge
his older brother.
Later in the year of 1978, circumstances be what they may, Otis
accepted the Lord as his personal Savior. He was baptized in Group Health
Hospital on February 7, 1979, and returned a saved and baptized member of
Madison Temple Church of God in Christ. The Reese’s raised four children.
Daughters; Laura Reese Murray (Karl Murray), Diana Reese Jourdan (Roberto
Jourdan), and Renee Reese Wilson (Steve Wilson). Son Alvord Reese
(Melinda).
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William (“Dub”) E. Reese Jr. Founders Second Generation COGIC
The Photo is of William (Dub) Reese Jr. on the left, Blanch Reese (center), and James Reese Sr. on
the right all in front of the King Street church after a Sunday morning service. William was a very
talented craftsman. He was a painter by trade. William would later die of cirrhosis of the liver at
49 years old. The church mourned this loss.
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James L. Reese Sr. ( 1922-1988) Founders Second Generation COGIC
Member of Founding Family of Washington State COGIC James was the consummate
pastoral deacon (Acts 6-7). I am sure Christ also stood to receive this soul. During my early years I
can remember sitting around the breakfast table being asked what I wanted to be “when I grew
up.” My parents also wanted their children to be and do something they deemed more worthy
than “building demolition” or common laborers. They would direct us to what they considered
admiral or suitable vocations. I can remember saying things like, “I want to be an Aeronautical
Engineer or an attorney.” Even to this day I am not sure where these dreams were hatched.
Nevertheless, vocation was always or generally presented as something “opposite” of what my
father got paid to do. It was during my later childhood years and early adolescent years, while
doing part-time work with my father, that I realized the laborintensive work that dad got paid for was not his true vocation or
career calling.
My father was the eleventh child of the twelve siblings.
Throughout my childhood my father was the very responsible
person everyone looked to in most areas of life including,
economic, social, and/or religious assistance and wisdom. His
theological belief in the “resurrection of body” endeared him to
one particular funeral director and funeral home in Seattle.
Through my father’s eyes, financial lack should never hinder
anyone from a proper burial. His emotional weakness were his mother, mother-in-law, wife, and
daughter.
My mother was the oldest of two children, the only daughter. She left the south at about
sixteen years old to come north and live with her mother and brother. During her young
adolescence days, she was raised by her birth father and a stepmother, with all the negative
connotations that one could imagine and associate with a stepmother. Fear of misuse kept mom
from Grand Coulee in the 1930s.
My paternal grandmother is the one person I
most remember sharing the news of the Holy
Ghost, Bishop Mason, our church founder, and the
good news of the gospel, with me as I sat on the
floor at her feet. In addition, I was with her
(Carrie), leaning over her, in the hospital, when
she took her very last breath. Her death is noted to
be from natural causes, however, some senility
brought on from the murder of her baby son,
Robert Reese Sr.
-James and Willa raised three children. Deborah E,
James L Jr., and Rodney S.
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His Notable Quotes:
“Un-Huh” - “Watch and Pray” - “Where there is Life there is Hope”
“ If there was not the promise of heaven or the threat of hell…I would still live this Christian
life. It is a good life.”
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Robert Lonnie Reese (1924-1965) Founders Second Generation COGIC
His death in 1965 would propel the family and the COGIC church in Seattle into the thrust of the Civil
Rights Movement for which the war over civil rights continues. The devastation and collateral damage
created from this one senseless act of
violence and disregard for life was
astonishing and is generational. 1.
Robert sits with his three sons, oldest
Clyde, Robert Jr. (red) shirt, Edward
next to Robert, and nephew James.
Below Robert is viewed in his naval
uniform during WWII. Robert left the
service of America with an honorable
discharge. More following in this
document of the unjustified killing of
Robert L. Reese Sr. This dreadful act
perpetuated on the entire Reese
family and the church at large has
never been resolved. Robert’s four
children Clyde, Loretta, Lonnie, and
Edward spent a lifetime on substitutes for a father (Robert) who would never return to them.
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Madison Church and the First Trustees
The first trustees were L.E. Tolliver, Edward Reese, S.I. Howell, J.W. Burton, Eda B. Glanton.
The church building was rented in 1930 and purchased in 1937. A deed of ownership was issued
in 1946 to the Madison Street Church of God in Christ. In 1962 the church edifice was completely
remodeled. Bishop Van Goodlow was the pastor, and the following men were trustees: Calvin
Armstrong, James Reese Sr., John Houston, Samuel Jones, Edgar Gray Jr, Harold Dixon, Leon
Barrett, and Charles McKinney. During the remodeling of this church the name was changed to
Madison Temple Church of God in Christ. On January 12, 1970, Edgar Gray Jr. was appointed
Pastor of Madison Temple. Over a period of years, a lot of improvements have been made to the
church edifice. Over the years the following persons have served on the trustee board and kept the
vision alive: Norris Anderson, Howard Berry, Henrietta Buckner, James K. Griffin, Willa M. Griffin,
George McCarty, Jack Holly, Katie Murry, Willa M. Reese, Gerald Sanders, Doretha Turner, Hudson
Walker, Bruce Williams, Jerry R. Ramsey III, and Eldridge Willis.
Edgar Gray Jr.
Pastor/Historian
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First Bishop of Washington State Jurisdiction
Madison Street Church and the King Street Church
Elder Van Goodlow “Papa” (1892-1967) – First Appointed Bishop of Washington State
COGIC (Tenure 1941-1967)
Elder Van Goodlow was saved in December of 1921 in Oakland, California under the
ministry of the late Elder Cotton. Some few months later, while praying for the sick, he received
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He was called into the ministry in 1922. At that time, he was
married to the late Sister Frankie Goodlow. His first pastorage was at Pittsburg, California. In
1926, he was appointed to Bakersfield, which was then a green field, with the church housed in a
tent. He built and paid for the first church in that part of the San Joaquin Valley. In the winter of
1928, feeling a definite need within himself to find his rightful place in the ministry, he obtained
from the pastorage a six month leave of absence from the Overseer of California at the time, E.M.
Wilson
After taking a leave he went out on the evangelistic field. It was revealed to him, at that
time, that God had ordained him to be a Shepard for God’s sheep. In the summer of 1929, he was
called from the field to pastor in Weed and in Oroville, California. During this time, he served as
State Treasurer and Assistant Overseer to Bishop S.M. Crouch, successor to Bishop E. E. Wilson.
In 1941, he received a certificate of Appointment from the late Bishop C.H. Mason to serve
as Overseer of both Washington and Oregon. Knowing that he could not justifiably serve in both
places at the same time, he gave up Oregon and settled in Washington. His pastoral work was in
the city of Seattle. He consolidated the missions in Seattle and Tacoma and organized one church
in each city. It was during this time that Sister Frankie Goodlow died.
On January 29,
1943, he married
Missionary Noseilee
Bailey, who worked
faithfully by his side
until his death. Under
his leadership the
state had twenty-two
churches and
missions. He departed
this life on Saturday
morning, February 4,
1967. -Bishop Van
Goodlow and Elder Smith.
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Bishop Goodlow and other Elders in the State. 1. Photo of Bishop Goodlow and Elder Jerry
Ramsey (back to doorway). 2. Photo is Bishop Goodlow and Elder Altheimer (facing podium)
in the pulpit at King Street Church. 3. Photo is Bishop Goodlow and Bishop Crouch (facing)
and Elder Bibles in front (back turned) on the podium at King Street.

(Left) 4. In this photo we have Elder
Smith Elder James Young. 5. Photo above we
see Mother Rita Douglas addressing the
Women’s convention in 1958. Seated on the
pulpit area (Right to left) is Elder W. Jones,
Toppenish, Elder Noble, Pasco, Elder Brooks,
Seattle, Unknown, Elder Osborne, Seattle,
Unknown, Bishop Goodlow and Elder
Altheimer, Tacoma.
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First Babies of the Washington State Jurisdiction Third Generation Saints

Children are a gift God entrusts to us for a short time. How you use that time, is one of the only
things you truly control in parenting.
Psalm 127:3-5 NKJV
“Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the
hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth.”
This Jurisdiction and even the entire State of Washington was blessed by this inheritance.
Matthew 19:13-15 NKJV
Jesus Blesses Little Children
“Then

little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them;
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.”
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King Street Congregants
Here are some congregational members at The King Street Church in the 1950’s & 1960’s until their
return to Madison Street. 1. Men of the armed service, from left to right, are George McCarty, navy,
and other service men. 2. Right to left, Sister Willa Reese and Sister Osborne on their way to the King
Street Church of God in Christ.

3. Lower photo. Visible in the background is the King
Street Church of God in Christ, the group leaving (left
to right) is Leola Reese-Harris, Blanche Reese, William
(Dub) Reese, and Willa M. Reese after a Sunday
morning worship service under the late Bishop V.
Goodlow.
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The King Street Congregation Continued: 1. Hettie B. Reese and Mazell Jones, 2. Alice Byrd, who would
later marry and give birth to Alvin C. Moore who would become the Bishop of the Washington State
Jurisdiction (sixth in succession) 3. Unknown female (Green suit), Ivan, and Brother Harold Dixon, 4.
Sister Allen, Mazell Jones, and Bernice Jones, 5. Deborah Reese (child), Bernice Jones, and Gladine
Knauls

43

Musicians and the Psalmist
Here we have Harold C. Dixon, the master
musician, psalmist, & pianist for Bishop V.
Goodlow, at the King Street and Madison Temple’s
COGIC. Included is a recital program from one of
his performances. Harold “tickled the ivory” with
grace and style. His voice always brought heaven
into your presence. - Photos (Ruth & Harold)
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The Dixons. Brother Harold (photo up and
seated center) and Sister Ruth (right). Truly
God given and eternal Godparents.
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The King Street Church Choir

So very simply, we sing in our worship because the Bible tells us to do so. This may seem
obvious and simplistic, but it raises an important point: singing in Christian worship is not optional. An
individual cannot just decide that because he does not like singing, he will not sing.
David commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brothers as the singers who should
play loudly on musical instruments, on harps, lyres, and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. Bishop Van
Goodlow also required excellence and musical gifting.
Colossians 3:16 NKJV
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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The King Street COGIC Children’s Department (1950s)

The children’s choir ministry, under Bishop Goodlow, included Deborah Reese (directing) and Mary
Osborne (first photo). Mary Osborne (standing). Back row Gertude Jones, James Reese Jr.(standing),
and Bernice Jones (fur wrap), unknown girl and Mary Frances Moody. Front row (standing), second
row far left, Rita Dixon, Gloria Osborn, two sisters in pink dresses, unknown. The bottom photo is
Deborah Reese, an unknown girl, James Reese Jr. hands on hips, and Melvin Obrien.
In this photo there are the Reese Children (boys in brown sweaters) Deborah in middle, Mary Osborn,
tallest, Melvin Obrien in vest. The photo to the right is unknown adult & child Rodney Reese.
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1. Bernice Jones with Kimmie Holley. 2. The four boys are left to right are, Rodney Steven Reese,

James Reese Jr., Robert Lonnie Reese Jr,
and Edward Reese. 3. Standing next to
the 1958 Buick is Mary & Glory Osborne
with the three Reese siblings, Deborah, Rodney and
James Jr. 4. Below, Sis. Braham is holding a baby

Gray with young Renee Gray looking on.
5. The four young children standing in front of the King Street Church (left to right) are
Edward Reese and Mary Frances Moody, front row. Deborah Reese and unknown
child, back row.
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The Goodlow congregations always noted how much they
truly loved the children! They were our best supporters
and they constantly and consistently prayed for our good
fortune in everything we did, for our good health, that
our everyday affairs and life’s ventures would prosper, as
well as our soul! The Saints were most happy when they
heard many of these youths had persisted in following the way of Truth. Nothing made them happier
than getting the reports that many of their children continued diligently in the way of Truth. Standing at
the rear are Sister Beryl Barber and Sister Pearl Richardson with Deborah Reese, Althea and Eleanor
Payne in front of the King Street Church.
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Fellowship & Hospitality of the Believers
“They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common.” Acts 2:42-44 NIV
In this first photo fellowship at the Reese’s home there is:
Elder Brooks, front right of photo, Uncle “Dink” (Bishop Goodlow’s brother), Sis. Ayers (head down), Sis.
D. Obrien with Melvin O’Brien, child, and Sis.
Buckner (rear left).

The second photo includes Willa Reese (standing
in doorway), Samuel Jones,(sitting with striped
shirt), below in photo left in lower corner is Ruth
Dixon (head turned), a side view of George
McCarty, in the green dress in the middle of
photo is Lillie Knauls, Harold Dixon, seated right,
Elvie Paine (standing), V. Jackson (seated behind
him), Jesse McKinney (seated glasses), and
behind him, (side view), is Sis. Osborn.

This bottom photo is of Willa Reese and the
Master Chef Elvie Pane. Samuel and Gertrude
Jones, and all others fellowshipping in the
Reese’s Home.
These fellowship events represent a wider and
deeper theological view of
Hebrews 10:25 KJV.
“not

forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”
The time these participants spent together was eternal, loving, and necessary. The spiritual
commonality among them was infectious.
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The Saints truly believed in and demonstrated a sincere fellowship. 1. Above we have the Osbornes with
their young daughter Gloria, fellowshipping in the Reese home. 2. Next, Sister Loretta (Knauls) McCarty
is enjoying a snack after church.
3. Sister Goolow (back turned), Sister Buckner (dark green blouse), and Rose Ferguson are preparing
food
for a wonderful gathering in the pastor’s home.
4. On the bottom right, in the Barrett’s home, we have sister
Barbara Young (front left), sister O’Brien, Deacon Reese
(hand raised), Deacon Leon Barrett (back to

window) and unknown woman (back turned
leaning over table).
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1. Celebrating are Willa Reese with Brother Elvie Payne. 2. Samuel & Gertrude Jones 3. The final
photo has Sister Mary Gray, Sister Rose Ferusson, Elder Brooks front and center along with other
church members.
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The Byrd Family and the Dixon family. 2. Francelle Ramsey, Deborah Reese, Pearle Holley. Photos 3 & 4.
Fellowship in the Carrie Reese home. In these photos there is Aunt Tee (Frances, sister of Carrie Reese),
Leola Reese, Willa Reese, Ora L. Reese, (seated) Deborah Reese and Esther Moore, next Eva (Reese)
Moore, standing in doorway, Robert Reese, John Moore Jr. (leaning over the table), Danny Harris
(seated). Deborah E. Reese (standing in front). 5. Sisters, Frances Tolliver Chatman (Aunt Tee) & Carrie
Reese (Grandma) fellowshipping.
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National Hospitality

Below is another critical influence of Bishop V. Goodlow’s hospitality. Here in 1958 or
1959 we see “Papa” (Bishop Van Goodlow) entertaining A.A. Allen, national evangelist
and faith healer with members of his traveling ministry team. 1. First we have Evangelist
A.A. Allen in one of his most favored shirts,
socializing with members of the King Street
church family. 2. Second photo we have
Bishop Van Goodlow (back to camera), Mary
Gray and one of her twin sons resting on her
lap, A.A. Allen (standing forground), David
Davis, Allen’s organist (tan suit seated), and
an unknown gentleman seated to the far
right.
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1. Included in the photo on the top left is Bob Shambock (far left), and seated next is his wife Winnie
Shambock, an unknown women, Jerrry McKinney, another organist, unknown gentleman
(between Mckinney and Allen) A.A. Allen (seated), and David Davis pianoist. 2. Below, the final
photo shows, from left to right, David Davis, Bro.Houston and Bishop Goodlow, an unknown
women and Lorretta (all seated), with Jesse McKinney (standing). 3. Others in the Bishop’s home

include Willa Reese, Mary Gray, Sister Bundrage, sister Gertude Jones, and Brother Jesse
McKinney.
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THE SINGLES (1950s-1960s) – THE KING STREET CHURCH
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THE SINGLES (1950s-1960s) – THE KING STREET CHURCH (CONT.)

2 Corinthians 6:14 KJV
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"
Many believers fail to see why this biblical command or suggestion from the Apostle Paul is so
necessary. Others disregard it completely. However, marriage is ordained by God for human fulfilment
and intimacy. It ought to be a friendship and partnership between a husband and a wife. Let us take a
look at this verse using a few sample marriages during this historical presentation. On the following
pages are a few couples who honored and grew exponentially through the acknowledgement of the
wedding vows. Bishop Van Goodlow had staunch beliefs on the topic of marriage.
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Early Church Marriages in Washingston State COGIC History Under
the Tutelage of Bishop Van Goodlow
The Church of God in Christ, Bishop Van Goodlow, the Seattle eldership, and the foundational
members held the institution of marriage to its highest regard and strongly opposed any legal sanction
of marriage outside of its biblical context. Therefore, deviations from that context, such as the
legalization of same sex “marriage” was not supported by these participants as a matter of biblical
principle as they held the Word of God as our standard for faith and practice. These participants
therefore unequivocally affirm that marriage was a covenant relationship between a man and woman.
The participants in these unions committed themselves until separated by death. Many were united
from forty-plus to more than sixty years of marriage. Others were not so fortunate.

Luther James Green joined the armed services, and in
1940 was shipped to Fort Lewis in Tacoma, Washington. While
visiting in Seattle, he met and married Anna Louise Jones, a
Sunday School Secretary and granddaughter of the pioneering
Church of God in Christ family. To this union eight children
were born. After they were married, he started a church in
Bremerton, Washington. Later in 1957 they built Revival
Church of God in Christ. The marriage union lasted 52 years,
separated only by death.
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The James L. Reese Sr. and Willa M. Stinson Wedding Officiant Bishop Van Goodlow
James L. Reese Sr and Willa M. Stinson were married February 25, 1942, and were one of
the first marital unions formed under Bishop V. Goodlow. After this marriage, James and
Willa M. had a short honeymoon. James Sr. enlisted in the Navy during World War II
(WWII). His United States Civil Service Commission was in March 1942; enlisted
November 1942; boarded the ship and transferred to U.S. Naval Training Station in Great
Lakes, Illinois.

The Wedding party was (left to right); best man Brodie, James, Willa, and maid of honor Anna. Photo
Below (left to right) unknown woman, bride’s mother (Honey), the bride (Willa), and the bride’s aunt
(Nevertha).
The union lasted 46 years, separated only by death.
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Samuel Jones and Gertrude Knauls Wedding, Officiant Bishop Van Goodlow
Samuel Jones and Gertrude Knauls both committed to
the Lord at early ages. Both were early transplants to the
Pacific Northwest and made their home in the Seattle
area. Samuel and his family were from Mississippi.
Gertrude came by way of Kanas City, MO after nursing
school.
They were married in September 1954 and were blessed
with two children. They remained married for more than
53 years, separated only by death.
Samuel was called to the ministry in 1975, secured a
building in central Seattle, and began the Harvest Time
COGIC. Gertrude had over 42 years of dedicated service
in the area of nursing. Together with their gift of
hospitality they blessed many souls.
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This is the Wedding of Rosie Lee Fergusson Officiant Rev. L.J. Green
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1. In this first photo to the left is Bishop
Goodlow (left), Sister N. Goodlow, Rose (bride),
Husband (groom), and Mother Mazell (Reese)
Jones. The wedding took place in 1960 in the
home of Carrie Reese.

2. The wedding party and guest include (left to
right) Almeta Witherspoon, Bernice Jones,
Carrie Reese, Rose, Groom, Elder L.J. Green,
and Sister Anna L. Green.
3. Elder L.J. Green (seated) and Elder Rabb (standing in the archway) along with other guests.
*Their marriage spanned 51 years, separated only by death.
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The George McCarty and Loretta Knauls Wedding, Officiant Bishop Van Goodlow
Loretta (Knauls) McCarty was born to the late Governor and Gladys Knauls October 25th, 1939, in
Huntington, Arkansas. She was the youngest of seven children. In 1949, after the passing of her
father, she moved to Seattle, Washington, with her mother and sister. Within a few months, they
found their lifelong church home at Madison Temple Church of God in Christ where she was an
active member until her passing. Loretta graduated from Garfield High School in Seattle, WA in
1958. Shortly after graduating - she met and married the love of her life, George P. McCarty. As a
result of George’s Navy service, they traveled often during the early years of their marriage.
Loretta spent most of her time in church. The union lasted sixty plus years, separated only by
death.
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The Robert Patton and Barbara Green Wedding Officiant Elder James Rabb
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The Jerry Ramsey and Francell Hardnett Wedding Officiant Elder R.E. Altheimer
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A CONVERSION TO REMEMBER
Elder Gerard (Jerry) Sanders accepted Christ as his personal Savior at a Revival service in 1965
under the Pastoral leadership of Bishop Van Goodlow and served as a member at Madison Temple
COGIC. This is when he began his path of commitment to right some wrongs and ease the pain of past
experiences in his life and in the lives of others.
I remember the night quite vividly. The Revival service was anointed, and a mighty move of the
Holy Ghost was being experienced throughout the building and in the hearts of the congregation. The
appeal for salvation was made and this man came forward to give his life to Christ. He was simply tired
of being tired. He made his way to the altar. The Saints gathered around and began to “tarry” with him.
That night he threw out his cigarettes and paraphernalia, raised his hands, and began to praise God!
The Holy Ghost rolled him all around the floor, under the pews, and cleaned every fiber of his
being. “They call us Holy Rollers” but if you knew of his transformation you would be rolling too. Jerry
went on to start the Conquest Center, acknowledge his call to ministry and pastoral calling, and later
married the sweet Beryl Barber. Their union lasted 42 years, separated only by death.
After Elder Gerald Sanders accepted his call to ministry, he established a church building on the
Conquest Center grounds called, “Jesus of Nazareth Reachout Temple.”
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Mother Nosilee Goodlow – Wife of First Appointed Bishop of Washington State COGIC
Mother Goodlow was a missionary in the Church of God in
Christ, first serving in California churches. Later she became
Overseer of a small church in Redding, California. She taught
scripture and handled the business operations of the church. While
serving in Redding Church, she met Overseer Van Goodlow, they
later married. They relocated to Seattle, Washington where she
became a member of Madison Temple COGIC, where Bishop Van
Goodlow served as Pastor. Mother Nosilee Goodlow founded the
Dorcas Charity Circle, a group of women that visited the sick and
shut-in, cleaned and ministered to the spiritual needs of those who
were homebound. After her husband’s death in 1967, Missionary
Goodlow became the Supervisor of the Women’s Department of the
Church of God in Christ in Western Canada, at the request of Bishop
J.A. Blackwell. She served in missions there and eventually assisted
Bishop Blackwell in establishing the first Church of God in Christ in
Canada. The church was located in Coquitiam, British Columbia.
Mother Goodlow died on March 21, 1990, at 4:00 p.m.

**Bishop Van Goodlow did not organize
Districts, nor did he appoint
Superintendents or Districts Missionaries
during his tenure.
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The Congregation joined in with the choir and sang this chorus
Chorus
I
Seeking for me: Oh, seeking for me!
Oh. It was wonderful—blest be his name!
Seeking for me, for me!
II
Dying for me, yes—dying for me!
Oh, it was wonderful, how could it be?
Dying for me, for me!
III
Calling for me: Calling for me!
Gently and long did He plead with my soul
Calling for me, for me.
IV
Coming for me! Coming for me!
Oh, I shall see Him descending the sky.
Looking for me, for me!
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Mother Mattie McGlothen – Interim State Supervisor of State of Washington COGIC
Mother McGlothen was the first acting State Supervisor of the State of Washington then Mother Rita
Douglas was appointed.

Mother Rita Douglas (1905-1964) – First Appointed State Supervisor of
Washington State COGIC
It was her desire to see the State of Washington progress. She
saw her last and greatest dream come true when she
promoted the First National Women’s Convention and the
First State Women’s Convention of Washington in 1958 and
January 1964, respectively.
Her life was an inspiration to all women. Mother Rita Douglas
was officially appointed as State Supervisor of the State of
Washington in 1942. At the time, Mother Douglas was
appointed as the Supervisor of Washington, she was also the
State Supervisor of Oregon. She later gave up the Oregon
Jurisdiction and remained the State Supervisor of
Washington State.
Beauty rises. Mother Douglas seemed to always rise to the
challenges of the day. It was noted that she moved through
her day with class, poise, and skill in the power of the Holy
Ghost. She blessed our world, family, and friends. Her
wisdom was from on high. In her mouth was thanksgiving
and praise for God Almighty through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Her dedication, thoughtfulness, accomplishments as well as
her grace and charm will follow her through eternity and
into the heavenly gates.
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (1958)
Mother Rita Douglas was host to Lillian Brooks Coffey who organized the Women’s International
Convention, initially held in Los Angeles, California in 1951 and hosted by Mother L.O. Hale and Bishop
S.M. Crouch. Mother Coffey would go on to organize fourteen Conventions.
This convention was born through a
dream Mother Coffey had of a better way to
support missions. Her heart was burdened
over the condition of suffering foreign
Missionaries and their various fields. One
hundred women paid $100.00 each, the
cost of the Red Card registration, and rode
the Coffey train to the convention in 1951
in Los Angeles, carrying the $10,000, in a
brown paper bag. She presided over
fourteen conventions between 1951 and
1964. In 1958, Mother Rita Douglas invited
them here. They came one hundred strong to Seattle (Photos of the event following).
Puget Sound Observer, Wednesday, March 12, 1958 - “The Voice of the Negro Community” – 10 cents.
Seattle Host to International Women’s Convention
Special Steering Committee: Mrs. Rita Douglas, San Francisco, Supervisor Of Women’s Dept.
State of WA, Mrs. Mary Davis Chicago, Ill, Supervisor Of Southern & Northern Illinois, Secretary of
Women’s International Women Mrs. Anna Bailey, Mrs. Jennie L. Hunter, Supervisor of downstate
Illinois and Treasurer of the Women’s International Conv. Bishop Van Goodlow, Executive Officer of the
Churches of God In Christ, state of Washington and Rev. William B. Searcy, Seattle, Chairman, local
steering committee.
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CHURCHWOMEN: Missionaries and delegates
from all parts of the United States and many
foreign lands are attending the eight annual
International Women’s Convention of the
Church of God In Christ which opened today in
the Washington Hall, 153 14th Ave. Convention
leaders include, from left, Mrs. J.V. Hearn,
Oklahoma City; Dr. Arenia C. Mallory, Lexington,
Miss; Mrs. Anna Bailey, Detroit; Mrs. Rita
Douglas, Seattle; Mrs. Lillian Brooks Coffey,
Detroit, president-founder; Mary A. Davis,
Chicago; Mrs. Jennie Lou Hunter, Harvey, Ill;
Mrs. Ida Belle Martin, Tyrone, Pa., and Mrs. Lola
C. Young, Cleveland. Delegates from India, Haiti,
the Bahamas and Liberia were among 300
women who arrived in Seattle today on a special
train, some 600 women are attending.
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)
Mother Rita Douglas was host to Lillian Brooks Coffey who organized (1951) the Women’s International
Convention, initially held in Los Angeles, California hosted by Mother L.O. Hale and Bishop S.M. Crouch.
This convention was born through a dream Mother Lilian Brooks Coffey had of a better way to support
missions. Her heart was burdened over the condition of suffering foreign Missionaries and their various
fields. One hundred women who paid $100.00 each, the cost of the Red Card registration, rode the
Coffey train to the convention in 1951 in Los Angeles, carrying their money, $10,000, in a brown paper
bag. She presided over fourteen conventions, 1951-1964. In 1958 Mother Rita Douglas invited them here
and they came, one hundred strong, to Seattle (Photos of the event following).

Above are the 100+ female delegates arriving at King Street Train Station for the first International
Woman’s Convention in Seattle, Washington in 1958. Mother Lilian Coffey out front.

78

First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)

Below, the delegation is leaving the King Street Train Station and is joined by Dr. Charles E. Smith
(black hat & clergy collar), Elder Lee Tolliver (left), Elder Blackwell (front), and Elder Rabb (far left).
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)
In the bottom photo, Bishop C.H. Mason (standing at podium) addresses the delegation of women here
in Seattle. The First Washington State Women’s International Convention was held at the historic
Washington Hall at 153 14th Avenue. As the photos demonstrate the convention filled the Washington
Hall to capacity. The building has served several communities, secular and religious, such as the Jewish,
Filipino, African American, and Korean communities. It also served as a performing arts venue hosting
musicians and speakers such as Mahalia Jackson, Billie Holiday, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, W.E.B. Du
Bois, Marcus Garvey, and Joe Louis.
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)
Mother Rita Douglas (pink flower), Mother Lilian Coffey (pink lei), Mother Mattie McGlothen (center
with black hat) and many of the women delegates to this International Convention gather outside the
King Street Church on 25th and S King Street.
Mother Rita Douglas possessed the innate capacity to motivate and instruct the women of God. She
was a dedicated leader who instructed women with a clarion call to action. Her desire was to motivate
and teach the women of God to be prayer warriors, homemakers, auxiliary leaders, lovers of God and
husbands, supportive ministerial wives, and valiant disciples of Christ.
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First Women’s National Convention in Seattle, Washington (Cont.)

Another photo of the women outside the King Street Church. In this photo we see how God blessed this
convention and how God blessed many of these people in this photo.
The woman standing on the far left in the white sweater (sunglasses) is Lillie Knauls. Ms. Lillie Knauls, a
gospel singer and speaker perfected a career singing around the world with gospel talent such as, Bill
Gaither Singers, Edwin Hawkins, Andre Crouch, and a myriad of churches worldwide. Next to her is Sister
Payne with her young daughters, Althea, and Eleanor. Althea Payne Sims became Vice President and
currently serves as the 2nd Vice President of the International Sunday School Department of the Church
of God in Christ (ISSD) under the leadership of Bishop Alton Gatlin, where she is responsible for the
department’s branding, Public Relations and Marketing, social media, and department publications. She
also serves as ISSD Associate Editor for the COGIC Annual Sunday School Commentary and Department
Liaison for the Publishing Board. Willa (blue hat) Reese standing at the rear by the trailer and many other
convention goers.
Proverbs 10:22 KJV
“

The blessing of the LORD, it makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.”
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Washington State Eastern Jurisdiction
Mother Douglas was a pioneer of the church. She was an organizer with the adept ability to
motivate and instruct the women of God. She taught and trained the women to be auxiliary leaders,
prayer warriors, good homemakers, ministers’ wives, and mighty women in Zion. When she came to
Washington there were only two auxiliaries at Madison Street Church of God in Christ: The Bible Band
and the Home & Foreign Mission. She organized a Prayer & Bible Band in almost every church. She also
organized a State Usher Board, Courtesy Board (now Hospitality Board), Helping Hand and Purity Class.
She departed this life on February 11, 1964.
Below Mother Rita Douglas (center front) is fellowshipping with Pastor Willie Jones (front right)
and the Toppenish Church family. Concert pianist Harold Dixon and wife Ruth Dixon (far left), Sis. Inez &
Mildred Wood (sisters, black dresses), other church members, and Hettie Bee Reese (standing next to
Pastor W. Jones).

Mildred M. Wood Jones, (fourth from left, black dress) would later marry Pastor Jones and become
Missionary of District Number One. -Missionary Mildred Jones was saved at an incredibly early age under
the leadership of the late Elder Willie J. Jones. She was one of the pioneers of the church in Eastern
Washington. She was instrumental in helping to spiritually build and pay for the first established Church
of God in Christ in the Tri-Cities area, namely Pasco, Washington. During those early years she served as
Deaconess, Sunday School Superintendent and Teacher, Y.P.W.W. Teacher, Secretary, Bible Band
President, Pastor’s Aid President, Pastor’s Anniversary Chairperson, and in charge of fundraisers. In 1962
she married Elder Willie Jones. They later moved to Seattle, Washington where he was appointed the
Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC. It was in 1980 that she was appointed as District Missionary of District
Number One to work with District Superintendent James Young. On Thursday, July 6, 1995, at 11:20 p.m.
she was called home to be with the Lord.
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Below, left to right, is Sister W. Reese, Sis. N. Goodlow, Sis. Hettie B. Reese, and Mathetta Reese-Jones.
These women had traveled to Toppenish, WA for a yearly church convocation.
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Pastor Willie Jones, Sis. W. Reese
(middle), V. Sis. Allen, and a child
at the yearly convocation in
Toppenish, WA.
Elder Willie J. Jones began
pastoring in July 1946 and
pastored for 21 years in Pasco,
Washington. In March 1967 he
was appointed pastor of Madison
Temple COGIC. He served as State
Secretary for the Washington
State COGIC.
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Above are Sis. W. Reese, Sis. Mathetta Reese-Jones, front with Sis. Hettie B. Reese standing in the rear.
Below we have Elvie Payne (seated) next to Mother Douglas. Standing (left to right) behind Mother is
Sister Obrien, Brother Dixon, Mother Coffey, Deacon James Reese, Elder, Sister, and Sister Willa Reese.
Bottom right photo is Deacon Reese, unknown man, and Deacon Harvey Goodlow.

88

The Death of our Beloved & First Appointed State Mother
Even as a youth, this news in 1964 was always puzzling. How could this happen? I was in
Memphis, TN. at our national COGIC convocation in the twenty first century over in the “tent” on Main
Street looking to buy some ties and hand-arranged pocket squares for my suits from Mr. Ted. I
coincidently stopped by “The Hatter,” who reigns from San Francisco, CA and we struck up a
conversation. He just so happened to know the story of how the three family members all died on the
same night and he gave me the “rest of the untold story.” A new car, parked in a newer split-level home,
and the vehicle was left running. The carbon dioxide cooked the family for several days before they were
found. All three family members perished.
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Early Members of the Washington State Jurisdiction
These Christian founders and early church congregants showed us how to live under the power
of the Holy Ghost and taught us how to live together in meaningful Christian fellowship, sharing freely
with one another. The Washington State COGIC Jurisdiction showed its gospel impact on a culture that
was often in conflict with the biblical teachings of Jesus Christ on gender, ethnicity, geographical and
economical boundaries. However, they never wavered on their collective belief that only Jesus can
save.

•

Madison Temple
was our first
church home.
Overseer Goodlow
was the Pastor,
who eventually
became Bishop
Goodlow. Juanita
Byrd received the
Holy Ghost at the
age of thirteen.
Elder EE Cleveland
was running a
revival, and many
young people were
going to the altar.
Mother Mathetta
Jones was the
working saint.
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The Washington State Jurisdiction gathers for a state convocation with an accompanying fellowship
dinner. I cannot recall everybody in the photo. However, seated at the table to the left is Sister
Mazell, Sister Willa Reese, Sister Mathetta Jones, Sister Gaskin, Brother Morris, and others. Seated at
the long table in the rear are Bishop Van Goodlow and Sister N. Goodlow, Bishop Tolliver, Elder L. J.
Green and Sis L. Green, Mother Rita Douglas, and others. Standing at the rear wall are Sister Peoples,
Sister Buckner, Sister Hodge, Sister Tanner, and others. Seated on the right-side table are Brother
Rayon Witherspoon and Sister Almeta Witherspoon, Brother Samuel Jones, Sister Lula Powell, Sister
Gertrude Jones, Elder R. E. Altheimer, Brother Malone, and others.
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The Russell Byrd Family
•

The Russell Byrd family
left Slaton TX, around
1942, driving a 38 Buick
and pulling a very small
trailer with a canapé
top. In the trailer there
were eleven children,
including parents. The
little ones were in the
back seat of the car
where Mary, Jimmy,
Ruth, and the twins
were. Mother Byrd was
with child, Alice Byrd. It
took eight days and
nights to travel to
Washington State. They
only stopped one time
for a home stay, other
than that they slept in
the trailer and car. They
arrived in Seattle,
Washington in the
winter, December 1942,
at 21st and Jefferson.

Elder James M. Young and Missionary Gertrude Young were Founders of Lighthouse Temple
COGIC, where he was Pastor. He later became Superintendent of District Number One and
Administrative Assistant. Elder James M. was saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost at
an early age. Later he met and married Gertrude Miles. God called Elder Young to the ministry, and
he served as a loyal and faithful servant until his death. He evangelized in the South and later
established churches in Raine, Westland and New Iberia, Louisiana.
Later, he and his family moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, where he started a church. He served faithfully
in Utah and after a period of time moved to the Pacific Northwest. In 1943, he moved to Seattle,
Washington under the leadership of Bishop Van Goodlow. Later Bishop Goodlow sent him to pastor
in Yakima, Washington. He renovated a building in Yakima, Washington, which became the Victory
COGIC located at 1016 South 6th Street. After 13 years, he and his family were impressed to relocate
and start a mission in Seattle in the High Point area in West Seattle. From there he moved his
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members to a small place on 14th Avenue in Seattle. In time and after much prayer and fasting, God
blessed his labor, and he purchased another building previously used as a sausage factory. He
renovated this building and moved his congregation to the current site of Lighthouse Temple COGIC,
at 806 20th Avenue. He was selected as District Superintendent of District #1 by Bishop T.L. Kinlow
on December 10, 1968. He was appointed Administrative Assistant June 27, 1987. He was appointed
First Administrative Assistant to Bishop T.L. Westbrook on June 26, 1994. He was known for playing
his guitar and singing “It’s Real.” Superintendent James and Mother Gertrude Young were married
for 78 years. Superintendent James M. Young departed this life on Sunday, February 10, 2008, at
1:05 a.m.

Elder James M. Young
In 1943 Elder Young received an invitation from
Bishop Van Goodlow and was impressed of the Lord
to come to the State of Washington.
After arriving here, he was appointed as Pastor in
the city of Yakima, where he started with two
members. The Lord blessed him there, enabling him
to build a church and giving him a tremendous
increase in membership. After laboring there for
thirteen years, he was led of the Lord to come to the
city of Seattle. In the year of 1956, he started a
small mission here, again with few members and his
family. His wife worked faithfully by his side.

Missionary Gertrude Young
In August 1943, Mother Young began her work for God in the state of Washington in this order:
Organized the first Bible Band in Eastern Washington with the permission of
the late Supervisor Rita Douglas, Leader of the Women’s union Meeting until
appointed President of the Missionary Board in 1956, she was advisor to the
Youth Department, State Chairperson of the women’s boards and auxiliaries,
and served as one of two representatives of the women’s department.
November 1964, Mother was chosen as the State Supervisor of The Women’s
Department. After her appointment she organized the Young Women’s
Christian League of Education, State Directory Board, and initiated the Pastor’s
Christmas Cheer Project.
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Elder Luther James Green, Sr. & Mother Anna Louise Green were the Founder of Greater Revival
COGIC where he was Pastor and became Superintendent of District #2 later changed to L.J. Green
District.
Elder L.J. Green was saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost at an early age. He began
his ministry at age 18 years old. After completing his military service at Fort Lewis in the early 1940’s, he
settled in the Seattle area where he met and married his wife, Anna Louise Jones. He established one of
the first Church of God in Christ congregations in Bremerton, Washington in September 1949. After many
years of struggling and with much fasting and prayer, God blessed their labor and in 1955 they were able
to purchase a lot at 1223 South Washington Street and organized the Revival Church of God in Christ in
Seattle. Supt. L.J. Green was blessed to have the first black radio broadcast in the City of Seattle.
The church name was changed to Greater Revival while at 12 th Avenue South and South
Washington Street. The church relocated to Columbia City in 1988 and the congregation built a new
sanctuary at 3810 South Ferdinand Street.
Supt. L.J. Green’s congregation continued to grow and grow. His church was known for having a
“shouting good time in the Lord.” He was a respected and well-liked preacher who believed in preaching
the unadulterated gospel. He lived what he preached. He was a dedicated pastor and he believed in the
whole church. Supt. L.J. Green and Mother Green were loved by everyone. They left a legacy of kindness
and compassion. He loved people and would do whatever he could to help others. People came from
other churches to join in service with them. When the Saints came together the Spirit of the Lord would
fill the room and souls were saved, delivered, and set free. The people of God came looking and
expecting a blessing.
In 1967, he was appointed the Superintendent of District #2 in Seattle, Washington where he
served for twenty-four years. Superintendent L.J. Green appointed Evangelist Missionary Sarah Jenkins
as his District Missionary and Mother Jenkins served faithfully and worked tirelessly by Supt. Green ‘s
side. District #2 was known for having “church.” Supt. Green and Mother Jenkins encouraged Holy living
and dedication to God. Souls were blessed under their leadership. Superintendent L.J. Green departed
this life on March 1, 1995, at 9:30 a.m. Under his guidance and leadership, he was blessed to pastor,
mentor, encourage, support, and teach respectability to leaders. Under his leadership, he produced
gospel Preachers, Missionaries, First Ladies, District Missionaries, a Senator, Administrative Assistants,
Superintendents, and a future Bishop.
Elder Nathaniel Kinlow was Founder and Pastor of Faith Temple COGIC and became Superintendent
of District #10, Bremerton, WA.
Superintendent Kinlow moved with his family to Tacoma, Washington on June 1, 1956. They
joined the only Church of God in Christ in Tacoma, at 15 th and Fawcett Street, pastored by the late Bishop
R. E. Altheimer. In 1957, Superintendent Kinlow attended church with the late Bishop T.L. Westbrook at
21st and “G” Street. Then in early 1958, he was obedient to the call of the Lord and established a church
in Bremerton, Washington. He was a devoted pastor for over forty years and continued to minister and
win souls in the Bremerton area. The congregation grew under his leadership and later he was blessed
to build a new edifice where the members still continue to worship. He led a dedicated life of service
and was a valued servant for the Lord throughout his lifetime. Superintendent Kinlow served faithfully
as Chairman of the Ordination Board for many years. Under the administration of the late Bishop T.L.
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Westbrook he was appointed District Superintendent to District #10. On Sunday, April 15, 2007, he
passed from labor to reward.
Dr. Charles E. Smith, Jr. was Pastor and Founder of Smith Temple and later became Superintendent of
District #4
Dr. Charles Smith along with his wife Mother Gloria Smith began a ministry. In 1956, he founded
and pastored Grace Chapel located on Maynard Street in Chinatown. The church membership grew, and
many souls were added to the church. The church moved to Ballard neighborhood and changed the
name to Smith Temple COGIC. At that time, Smith Temple COGIC was the first and only exposure that
the Ballard community had with African Americans. After much prayer, he sold the church in Ballard and
purchased a new church on 23rd Avenue & Union.
In 1959, he and his wife founded Smith Bible Academy (SBA). Smith Bible Academy was the first
black academy to educate African American children in Seattle, Washington. Many families were
enriched by the curriculum that was at SBA.
Dr. Charles E. Smith was known as “The Master
Teacher.” Dr. Smith served for over fifty-seven
years as Pastor. He served as Superintendent of
District #4 for over thirty years. He worked in
the church in various capacities throughout the
years. Dr. Smith was the Jurisdictional
Secretary, Jurisdictional Y.P.W.W. President,
Jurisdictional Program Committee member,
Chairman of Professional Guild in the
International Sunday School Department, Coordinator in the International Sunday School Department,
and he was a writer for the International Sunday School Department. Dr. Charles Smith died on January
29, 2009.
Elder Edgar Gray accepted the Lord as his personal savior at an early age. He was saved in 1950 and later
filled with the Holy Ghost. He was called into the ministry in 1951 and preached his first sermon.
Superintendent Gray relocated to Seattle, Washington with his family after serving in the military. Pastor
Gray attended Madison Temple under the leadership of the late Bishop Van Goodlow and it was there,
in 1967, that he was ordained as a COGIC Elder. He later was elevated to Senior Administrative
Assistant/Superintendent, Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC & District Superintendent of District #1, and
Senior Administrative Assistant. He established his first church in Everett, Washington in July 1967. He
was appointed as Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC in 1970 by the late Bishop T.L. Kinlow and remained
in that position until his death. He was appointed Jurisdictional Secretary in 1973 and District
Superintendent of District #1 in 2001 after the death of late Superintendent James Young.
Elder Gray served on the Washington State Ordination Board, and served as the Dean of The
Washington State Chapter of Charles H. Mason System of Bible Colleges, 1980-1982. He was appointed
by the General Secretary, Elder A.Z. Hall to Regional Coordinator of Region #18, 2004-2019. He was the
longest serving Secretary in COGIC church history from 1973-2019, 46 years. Superintendent Gray died
on March 22, 2019.
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Other Early Washington State Elders elevated to Superintendencies and Pastorates
included:
Elder L. Nobles Founder and Pastor of Trinity COGIC and became District Superintendent in Pasco,
Washington. Superintendent L. Nobles, along with his family, lived in Pasco, Washington where he
founded and pastored the Trinity Church of God in Christ. He was appointed and served faithfully as
District Superintendent in Pasco, Washington.
Elder Luis Solomon was Pastor & Founder of Zion Temple COGIC and became Superintendent of District
#6. Elder Solomon was the Pastor of Zion Temple COGIC in Spokane, Washington, for 43 years. He
provided spiritual leadership to members of the church and was a caring, devoted, and committed pastor
until his death. He was appointed the District Superintendent where he worked faithfully until God called
him home. He died on December 4, 2010.
Elder Russell Byrd, Sr. and his family relocated to Seattle, Washington in 1943. They worshiped under
the leadership of the late Bishop Van Goodlow. Shortly after worshipping with the late Bishop V.
Goodlow, he was appointed Assistant Pastor. He later pastored his own church.
Elder A. Bibles began his ministry in the State of Washington in 1947. He conducted Sunday School in
Kirkland, Washington and in the Rainier Vista projects in Seattle. In 1949, he was appointed Pastor of a
church in Toppenish, Washington. After several years he relocated and pastored a church in Yakima,
Washington.
Elder W.B. Searcy pastored in Bremerton in the early months of 1950. He later pastored the Canaan
Land Church of God in Christ. He served as the first State Secretary and State Finance Chairman.
Elder Herman D. Griggs was called to pastor and founded a church in Moses Lake, Washington where
he pastored for approximately 2 years. Later they moved to Yakima, Washington in 1956 where he began
the work as Pastor and founded the St. John Church of God in Christ. He served as pastor until his death
in October 1977.
Elder General Jackson and his wife, Sister Pearl Jackson pioneered the first African American Church in
the Moses Lake community in Eastern Washington. The first service was conducted at a campsite on K.C.
Oliver’s property in September 1952. They traveled from Yakima, Washington to Moses Lake,
Washington for two years. In 1954, they established the Deliverance Church of God in Christ.
Elder Lester L. Osborne began his pastoral work in Seattle in July 1961. He and his wife, Missionary
Osborne ministered in West Seattle for two years. He later obtained a building on 29 th and South Judkins
Street where he founded and pastored the Little Chapel COGIC.
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Elder Otis Byrd started pastoring in Seattle, Washington in January 1961. He first opened in a rented
building and later purchased a building on the corner of 207 25 th Avenue, the Shiloh Church of God in
Christ.
Elder Ronelle J. McGraw Founder and Pastor of Praise Chapel COGIC and District Superintendent of
District of Southwest District. Elder Ronell McGraw is a third-generation member of the Washington
State Founding family. Throughout his ministry he worked in various capacities in the COGIC. He was the
Marshall for the Washington State Women’s Convention, served on the planning & program committee
for the Women’s Convention. McGraw worked with the Youth Board and worked closely with COGIC
leadership as an advisor. He worked with the State Hospitality Board, escorted the State Choir to the
World’s Fair. He was appointed Director of the Washington State Youth Choir in 1961. In 1964, he
assumed the position of Director of the Washington State COGIC Choir. From 1968 – 1972 he served as
the Minister of Music for District #2 under the leadership of the late Superintendent L.J. Green. Ronell
McGraw was later ordained as an elder in Washington State COGIC. He then founded Praise Chapel
COGIC. Later in 1998, he moved his congregation to its edifice in Puyallup, Washington. He was
appointed as District Superintendent of the Southwest District.
Elder Grigori Green was the son the of late Elder L. J. Green and Mother Anna Louise Green. His roots
were in the Church of God in Christ, and was a fourth-generation member of the founding family of the
Washington State COGIC and a member of the founding family of the historical committee. He was saved
at an early age and was raised at Revival COGIC where his father, Superintendent L.J. Green was the
pastor. Grigori served in his local church as the Choir Director, choir member, church organist and Sunday
School teacher. He also was a member of the Jurisdictional eldership under the leadership of the late
Bishop T.L. Westbrook. After the death of his father, he was appointed Pastor. Elder Grigori Green was
instrumental in completing the remodel of Greater Revival Church. He was a faithful and dedicated
pastor, loved by the membership, and served in that position for several years. He was called home to
be with his Lord and Savior on October 19, 2009.
Elder Frank L. James was Pastor of Tolliver Temple COGIC and became Superintendent of the F.L. James
District. Superintendent F.L. James was appointed the Pastor of Tolliver Temple after the death of the
late Bishop L.E. Tolliver. He served faithfully and was a dedicated Pastor until his death. He was appointed
District Superintendent of the F.L. James District under the leadership of the late Bishop R.E. Altheimer.
Elder George Jackson was Founder and Pastor of House of Prayer COGIC and became District
Superintendent in Tacoma, Washington. Superintendent George Jackson began his pastoral ministry in
Tacoma, Washington in a small building on 17 th & Market Street. He served faithfully as pastor of House
of Prayer COGIC. He was later appointed as District Superintendent in the Tacoma area.
Elder Edgar Leon Gray, born in 1964, was ordained in 1995. He established Trinity Bible Fellowship in
Ballard, Washington, in 1999, where he pastored for 5 years. He was raised at Madison Temple COGIC
where his father, Elder Edgar Gray was Pastor. In 2004, after military service, he returned to Madison
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Temple to support his father. He held multiple offices: Assistant Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC,
National and State Adjutant, Superintendent of Sunday School, President of Music Department, Praise
Team Leader, church organist and pianist, Madison Temple Board of Director, also he participated in his
local church feeding program and was Chairman of the Board for Making A Difference Foundation. Elder
Edgar Gray was called from labor to reward on Tuesday, November 6, 2018.
Elder Lee Young, Jr. of the Washington State Jurisdiction became Superintendent of District #8 and a
Senior Administrative Assistant. He accepted our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, at the age of ten-years
old In 1939, at twenty-one years of age, under Pastor Kidd, at Stoner Hill Church of God in Christ in
Shreveport, Louisiana he was filled with the Holy Ghost. Elder Lee Young was called by God into a faithful
ministry. Upon answering God’s call, he was the Pastor of Episcopal COGIC in San Diego, California and
Elsinore, California. He later moved his family to Washington state where he started High Point COGIC
in West Seattle. He was in District #1 under Superintendent James Young, Sr. When Elder Jerry Ramsey
decided to leave the State of Washington, Elder Lee Young accepted the call to Pastor Bible Way COGIC
in Everett, Washington. During his earthly tenure with the Lord, he held the following positions in the
Church of God in Christ: Sunday School Teacher, Youth Leader, Pastor, Chairman of Pastors and Elders
Council, Finance Committee Chairman, and Senior Administrative Assistant.
Elder John Bess embarked upon his pastoral work in Toppenish, Washington, in March 1962. He founded
the New Hope Church of God in Christ. Elder Bess worked with the Youth Department and Job Corps.
Elder Frank Morris founded the Evening Star Church of God in Christ in Seattle, Washington along with
his wife, Mother Georgiana Morris.
Elder Isaac Winston was saved and filled with the Holy Ghost in 1948. He founded and pastored Holy
Temple Church of God in Christ and was committed, devoted, and faithful until his death on March 23,
1998.
Elder Kelly Easter moved to Seattle, Washington in 1973. In 1974, he founded the Upper Room Church
of God in Christ. He also pastored the Trinity Church of God in Christ in Pasco, Washington, for more
than thirteen years. He was committed to his church in Eastern Washington. Rain or snow no matter
what weather was like, it did not stop him from driving in to service. Pastor Easter served as Chairman
of District #4. Elder K. Easter went to be with the Lord on August 1, 2008.
Elder Andrew J. Miller was called into the ministry under the leadership of the late Bishop R.E. Altheimer.
In 1978, he founded the Maranatha Evangelical Church of God in Christ. During his ministry, he served
in the Washington State COGIC Y.P.W.W. Department, State Evangelist, Vice President of Home and
Foreign Mission, and Evangelist with the Full Gospel Businessmen Fellowship of Tacoma. His work also
included prison ministry within the Washington State correctional institutions. He died on April 10, 1999.
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Elder Robert Kelly, Sr. began his ministry in 1973 where he pastored and founded the Survival COGIC in
the South end of Seattle, Washington, with his wife, First Lady Clara Kelly working by his side. He was in
District #2 under the leadership of Superintendent L.J. Green. Pastor Robert Kelly was a loving, devoted,
and dedicated pastor to Survival COGIC for 32 years. He departed this life in November 2005.
Elder John Heflin was saved and became a member of Tolliver Temple COGIC where Bishop L.E. Tolliver
was pastor. Elder Heflin also served under the leadership of Superintendent F.L. James who pastored
Tolliver Temple upon the death of Bishop Tolliver. Later, Elder Heflin was called into the ministry and
founded and pastored the Berean Church of God in Christ in Seattle, Washington. He was a devoted and
dedicated Pastor of Berean COGIC until his death.
Elder Sherman Davis was Pastor of Altheimer Memorial COGIC and later Superintendent of District #3.
Superintendent Sherman Davis, Jr. was appointed Pastor of the Altheimer Memorial Church of God in
Christ after the death of the founder and pastor, the late Bishop R.E. Altheimer. He served as pastor for
28 years. He was appointed District Superintendent of District #3 by the late Bishop T.L. Westbrook. He
passed away on Sunday, June 27, 2010.

DEVOUT WASHINGTON STATE JURISDICTIONAL COGIC WOMEN IN
THE EARLY TO MID 20TH CENTURY
Mother Lula Powell was an Assistant to the State Supervisor
Mother Lula Powell came to the Northwest and settled in Yakima, Washington with her family. She
became active in the church and worshipped with Elder James Young and later Elder Noble. She was
very instrumental in establishing the church in Yakima. She and Mother Lois Bradford met at the church
in Yakima, Washington and became lifelong friends. Mother Powell was given to hospitality and while
living in Yakima her house was the “house of hospitality.”
She was one of the first licensed missionaries in the State of Washington. Mother Powell and her family
moved to Seattle, Washington in the early 1950’s and placed her membership at Madison Temple COGIC.
She served as the Y.P.W.W. Chairlady with Elder Billie Haynes (currently Bishop Haynes) and later with
Elder Charles Smith. She was the State Sunday School Field Representative working with Superintendent
J.A. Blackwell. After working in that position for many years she recommended Missionary Gloria Smith
as her successor. She was appointed assistant to the State Supervisor in 1964 by the late Bishop Van
Goodlow. She served for 12 years as State Chairlady to the late State Supervisor Mother Rita Douglas.
She also served as State Chairman of the Evangelistic Board and District Missionary. Mother Lula Powell
passed from labor to reward on March 2, 2003.
Mother Doretha O’Brien was State Chairlady of Young Peoples Willing Worker (Y.P.W.W.)
Doretha (Davis) O’Brien was saved while a student at Saints Academy (known as “All Saints school), a
private school in Lexington, MI. The school was founded in 1918 by the Church of God In Christ for
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Black Children in a segregated environment under the guidance and tutelage of Dr. Arenia C. Mallory,
who was the Dean of the College. Doretha married Melvin O’Brien in 1941, and the family moved from
New Orleans, Louisiana, and to the Pacific Northwest in 1942. Doretha O’Brien joined Madison Temple
COGIC, where Bishop Van Goodlow was the Pastor. She served there faithfully until her death. Mother
O’Brien was a licensed missionary under the leadership of Mother Gertrude Young. She was a prayer
warrior and conducted many prayer meetings. Mother O’Brien started the 9:00 a.m. daily prayer at
Madison Temple COGIC. An All-City prayer was established by Sister Gladys Ross. When Sister Ross
became ill and could no longer lead the prayer Mother O’Brien also conducted the All-City Prayer for
several years until her health began to fail.
Mother O’Brien served in her local church as Sunday School Teacher, Y.P.W.W. Teacher and
President of Madison Temple Missionary Circle. She also played an important part along with Sister
Barbara Young in starting the First Annual Christmas Senior Citizen’s Banquet at Madison Temple. She
held many positions in the district and on a state level; She was the First President of the State Usher
Board back in the 1950’s, Chairman of the State Missionary Examining Board, and was appointed and
worked for a number of years as the Chairlady of the State Y.P.W.W. Department. She was a member of
the trustee board for Conquest House, a drug rehabilitation center (founded and operated by Elder Gerry
Sanders in the 1980’s). Mother O’Brien was known for her apple turnovers, cakes, and gumbo. She was
a widow and would sell her pies so she could give her report and meet her financial obligations for the
church. But the love she had for God’s people was her greatest gift. She never stopped working for the
Lord. We thank God for allowing this woman of God to dwell among us and touch so many lives in a
positive way. She departed this life on October 18, 1999.
Mother Mae Bell People was President of Executive Hospitality Board
Mae Bell Sims was raised in a godly home, and at ten years old she gave her life to Christ, was
baptized, and became a member of Overcomer COGIC in Paris, Texas. She married Eddie George Peoples
on July 26, 1933. In 1941, the People’s moved to Portland, Oregon. In 1942 they moved to Yakima,
Washington, and three years later the family moved to Seattle, Washington. In 1945, Mother Peoples
joined the church on 21st and Jefferson(which later became Tolliver Temple COGIC) under the leadership
of Bishop L.E. Tolliver. She remained a committed member of the Tolliver Temple COGIC until her death.
She held several positions in the local, district and state church. She worked in the State Women’s
Department. She was a licensed missionary and worked under the leadership of Mother Gertrude Young.
Mother Peoples was a member of the State Women’s Advisory Board, she worked with Mother Tanner
on the State Hospitality Board, was a member of the Finance Committee and President of the State
Executive Hospitality Board. Mother Mae Bell Peoples died on March 30, 2002.
Mother Frances McGraw was First Appointed President of Publishing Board
Mother McGraw was saved at an early age. She met and married William McGraw and they later
moved to Seattle, Washington with their family. Mother McGraw served under the leadership of the late
Bishop L.E. Tolliver at 21st & Jefferson the current of Tolliver Temple COGIC. She worked untiringly at the
local, district and state level. Mother McGraw was a teacher, mentor, and example for the women in her
church. She was the Publishing Board President for the Women’s Department for many, many years and
104

she also worked with the Publishing Board (sample program included in this report) in the early 1950’s.
She was a member of the Advisory Board, Planning Committee, and Women’s Department Executive
Board, and Finance Committee. Mother McGraw was a faithful, resolute, and ardent worker in the State
Women’s Department under the leadership of Mother Gertrude Young, State Supervisor. She was a longtime member of Tolliver Temple COGIC where she served faithfully until she became ill and was no longer
able to work. Mother Frances McGraw was the daughter-in-law of the late Bishop L. E. Tolliver. Mother
McGraw passed from labor to reward on October 2, 2008.
Mother Lois Bradford was President of the Mission Department
Mother Lois Bradford was a pioneering member of the Church of God in Christ. She was an
accomplished organist and pianist. Mother Bradford and Mother Lula Powell were good friends and
sisters in the Lord. Mother Bradford would accompany Mother Lula Powell as she ministered over
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and California. Mother Bradford would tell of the primitive conditions they
encountered as they traveled to the smaller churches within Washington State. She attributed her early
training to Mother Powell who she said taught her well.
Mother Bradford lived in Seattle, Washington for a period of time. While residing in Seattle she
was a music teacher instructing students in general music and voice lessons. She gave one-on-one private
lessons to include many of the children from the church. She was a skilled, knowledgeable, and proficient
piano teacher.
She later moved to Tacoma, Washington where she was a member of True Vine COGIC under the
leadership of Bishop Leo C. Brown. She worshipped there until her death. Mother Bradford was a woman
full of wisdom. She had a gentle spirit and loved the people of God. She taught the Bible with clarity, and
a deep love, knowledge, and passion for God’s Word. She was a committed follower of Jesus Christ. As
a believer and teacher of God’s word she taught from a humble heart, thankful for the opportunity to
be used by God. She lived the life she talked about. Mother Bradford served as church mother, teacher,
mentor, encourager, and counselor, and State President of the Missions Department.
Mother Almeta Witherspoon (third generation) was a Member of The Founding Family of Washington
State COGIC
Almeta Jones was raised in a Christian home where her parents instilled godly principles into their
children. Almeta accepted Jesus as her Savior at an early age and lived an exemplary Christian life. She
was a member of the Church of God in Christ founding family in the State of Washington. Almeta Jones
met and married Rayon Witherspoon on April 11, 1953.
Mother Witherspoon was the First Lady of the Good Shepherd COGIC. As a mother, she raised
her children up in the church, imbedding and inculcating in them the oracles of God. Her children were
the joy of her life.
Mother Almeta Witherspoon was the Proverbs 31 woman personified; she was truly a good wife
and mother. In her early years, she was a member of Madison Temple COGIC, pastor Bishop Van
Goodlow, Harvest Time COGIC, where her brother, Elder Samuel Jones, was the Pastor. Later, she joined
Mt. Calvary Christian Center COGIC, where her son Pastor Reggie Witherspoon was her Pastor. She
served in many positions in the Church of God in Christ in her early years and was Church Mother at Mt.
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Calvary C.C. COGIC. Mother Almeta Witherspoon transitioned from this life to glory on Saturday,
September 5, 2009, at 9:54 p.m.
Mother Willa M. Reese was Member of The Founding Family and a Vital Member of The Women’s
Department
Mother Willa M. Reese accepted Jesus Christ in 1950 as Lord and Savior and was later baptized
with the Holy Ghost. Her mother-in-law, Mother Carrie Reese, was inspirational in leading Mother Reese
in accepting and establishing a personal relationship with Christ. Later, because of the life Mother Reese
exemplified in her home she was instrumental in drawing her husband, James Reese, Sr. to Christ. They
both remained faithful, dedicated, and loyal members, under the leadership of Bishop Van Goodlow and
ultimately under the Pastorate of Elder Gray of Madison Temple COGIC. She was an active member and
held various positions in her local church: choir member, Sunday School Teacher for 30 years, ViceChairman of Missionary Circle, and later became Chairman, Vice President of the Board of Trustees,
member of the Women’s Department and Advisory Board, and Mistress of Ceremony for the Pastor &
Wife Anniversary.
Mother Douglas took Mother Reese and Mother Gertrude Young by the hand, put them together,
and they formed outstanding examples of intentional Christian relationships for effective ministry. It was
under Mother Young’s leadership that Mother Reese was licensed as a Missionary.
Mother Reese was appointed District Missionary to District #1. She received State of Washington
Certificates of Appointments as: Corresponding Secretary to the State President of Y.P.W.W., Executive
Financial Secretary of Women’s Department, Second Assistant to the State Supervisor of the Women’s
Department, and Advisory Board Executive. She was the Chairperson of the Program Committee. She
also served as a member of the Hulda Club, Chairperson of the Examining Board, and Chairperson of the
Finance Committee.
Mother Reese was a devout woman of God. She was a woman of prayer, nobility, and vision. She
was generous, kindhearted, a caregiver, a nurturer, and a woman of wisdom. Mother Reese was a
peacemaker and brought unity among the people of God. Throughout the years, she was hospitable,
always opened her home, and heart. Mother Willa Reese departed this life on February 7, 2006, at 12:09
p.m.
Mother Gloria Marie Smith was the International Sunday School Field Representative
Mother Smith was a native of New Orleans and a long-time resident and hard worker in Seattle,
Washington. Her father was the President of the Baptist Association and a Sunday School
Superintendent. Mother Smith served as State Chairlady and the International Field Representative of
The Church of God in Christ for more than thirty years (1967-2000). Dr. Charles Smith and Mother
Smith were childhood sweethearts and were married for 63 years, separated only by death. Mother
Smith was first Lady of Smith Temple COGIC and a co-founder of Smith Bible Academy. Mother Smith
made a delicious and wonderfully Louisa style Gumbo. She transitioned this life on October 10, 2020,
at 90 years old.
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Mother Anna Louise (Jones) Green was a member of Founding Family and Wife of Elder L. J. Green
Anna Louise Jones was raised in a loving stable Christian home. She accepted the Lord as her
personal Savior at an early age. She was a member of the Madison Temple COGIC under the leadership
of her great uncle Bishop L.E. Tolliver. During the early years of her life in her local church she served as
the secretary of the Young Peoples Willing Workers (Y.P.W.W.) and a member of the Hospitality
Committee. On the state level, she served as the Chairlady of the Sunday School along with the late
Superintendent J.A. Blackwell.
Anna Louise’s heritage was in the Church of God in Christ. She was a member of the founding
family who established the first Church of God in Christ in Washington State. Anna Jones married Luther
James Green on October 5, 1940. During their marriage, her husband started his first church in
Bremerton, Washington. They later moved to Detroit, Michigan where he evangelized for a number of
years. Later, he and his family decided to settle in Seattle where he established the Revival Church of
God in Christ, later renamed Greater Revival COGIC. Mother Green was the First Lady of the Revival
COGIC and First Lady of District #2. She was a licensed missionary under the leadership of the late State
Supervisor, Mother Gertrude Young.
She held several positions in the Washington State COGIC Women’s Department; President of
the Ministers’ Wives Unit #1, President of Housing Committee, and member of the State Women’s
Examination Board. Mother Green lived a holy and consecrated life. Her life touched so many lives in
such a distinct way. She was the epitome of a Christian woman and exemplified Christ in her home,
church, and community. She was a perfect example of a pastor’s wife. Mother Green departed this life
on September 30, 1996.
Mother Louise Green trained, taught, loved on and was an example for many women. Under her
leadership came many women who are now Pastor’s wives, Bishop’s wives, Wives to Administrative
Assistant’s, and faithful workers in the ministry. All are lovers of God’s people and have left a great
legacy.
Mother Geneva Joseph was State Prayer & Bible Band President
Geneva (Sumler) Joseph was from Louisiana and after meeting and marrying her husband,
Clarence Joseph, in the 1930’s. In the early 1940’s they moved to Vancouver, Washington where Mr.
Joseph was employed. Later they moved to Spokane, Washington, where they lived for more than 50
years.
It was at Holy Temple Church of God in Christ where Geneva Joseph was saved and filled with the
Holy Ghost under the leadership of the late Bishop T. J. Kinlow, who was her “father in the gospel.”
She was a loyal and faithful member of Holy Temple COGIC and spent many hours in prayer and Bible
study which enabled her to demonstrate a consecrated, devoted and dedicated Christian life.
Mother Joseph served under three pastors while a member of Holy Temple COGIC. After the
death of Bishop T.J. Kinlow, Pastor William Graham was the pastor for several years. Later
Superintendent Ezra Kinlow was appointed pastor of Holy Temple and Mother Joseph remained a
member until she moved to Seattle, Washington. Mother Joseph worked in many district and State
capacities in the church. She was a member of the Trustee Board, Sunday School Teacher, and Church
Mother. She also worked on various committees and was State President of Prayer & Bible Band, and a
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member of the Advisory and Hospitality Board. Mother Joseph was an Evangelist Missionary and
received her missionary license under the leadership of Mother Gertrude Young, Jurisdictional
Supervisor.
When Mother Joseph and her husband relocated to Seattle, Washington she placed her
membership at Madison Temple COGIC where Superintendent Edgar Gray, Jr. was the pastor. She served
there faithfully until her health would not allow her to attend. On Wednesday October 29, 2008, early in
the morning, Mother Geneva Joseph was called from labor to reward.
Mother Gertrude Young (1910-2014) was the Quintessential Women’s Supervisor
The many gold and bronze trimmed plaques and awards that lined her walls only begin to tell
the story of Mother Gertrude Young, Washington State second Supervisor of Women. This visionary
women of God led this State’s Women Department for over fifty years.
Mother Young worked faithfully under her predecessor, the late Mother Rita Douglas. Her
superb and splendid stamina, warm wisdom, leadership abilities, along with her strength of character
and conviction were noted early. In 1964, after the passing of Mother Douglas, she was appointed the
State Supervisor of Women in the Washington State Jurisdiction by Bishop Van Goodlow.
In 1950, under the leadership of State Supervisor Rita Douglas, Mother Gertrude Young was
primarily responsible for the first Jurisdictional Women’s Convention and Banquet at Tolliver Temple
COGIC.
Mother Gertrude Young valued godly relationships and the dynamics of successful team
building. Mother Gertrude was “sweetly saved” and licensed more than two-hundred missionaries
during her tenure. She demonstrated to these women how to love God and how to lead in their
homes, churches, and communities.
Mother Gertrude Young would later become a member of
the International Women’s Executive Board, Chair of the National
Examining Board of Supervisors, member of National Trustees
Board, Chair of the National Representatives of Auxiliaries, Units,
and Projects of the Department of Women. In addition, she
became a member of the National Ways and Means Board of
Commissioners, National Screening Committee, and the National
Advisory Board.
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HISTORY OF THE MADISON CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD
East Madison and 22nd Street looking east
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History of the Central Area – Excerpts by Thomas Veith, Seattle Department of Neighborhoods

The Central Area has never existed as a political entity separate from the City of Seattle. In
addition, the Central Area’s development was not part of a unified real state scheme with coordinated
public improvements (such as the Mount Baker community). For these reasons, it has never had official
boundaries and various writers describe its extent in many ways. Almost all attempts to describe the
neighborhood include a core area bound by Madison Street on the north, Jackson Street on the south,
15th Avenue on the west, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Way (formerly Empire Way) on the east.
According to Mary T. Henry, the Central Area lies midway between the Central Business District
and Lake Washington. She goes on to state that the neighborhood is “sometimes known as the Central
District, or affectionately by African Americans as the CD or the Colored District” and describes it as
“bound by East Madison on the north, Jackson Street on the south, 12th Avenue on the west and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Way on the east.”
East Madison After 1900 looking east

The East Madison community was neither the earliest area of Black settlement in Seattle, nor
was it initially the most populous. However, Quintard Taylor has suggested that “by 1900, East Madison
had the largest concentration of Black homeowners in the city and represented the aspirations of a
nascent African American middle class.” Most African American homeowners at the time lived within
three or four blocks of Madison. However, it was rarely the case that Black families (or individuals) owned
adjacent properties, and white people always outnumbered the African Americans, even when the area
was sparsely settled. The district could not be described as a Black colony except in the sense that the
African Americans who chose to reside there were oriented towards Madison Street for their religious
and social life, as well as for transportation. Businesses owned and operated by African Americans
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flourished along East Madison during the early 1900s. Businesses included barber shops and restaurants,
a fuel yard, a drug store, a hotel, and a theater.
In 1940, 2,477 African Americans (about 65% of all
black Seattleites) lived in seven contiguous census tracts in
central Seattle. Four of these tracts, including J-1 (now Tract
77), K-3 (79), K-5 (87), and J-3 (88), cover the area typically
considered to be the core of the Central Area. Two of them,
Q-1 (89) and P-1 (90), include the areas south of Yesler Way
between 23rd Avenue and Lake Washington, and between
12th Avenue and 23rd Avenue, respectively. The seventh
tract covers the southern end of the Miller Park neighborhood north of Madison, typically considered a
part of the Capitol Hill neighborhood but
encompassing a small part of the East
Madison community as well.
It was in this setting that the
inception of Madison Street and the King
Street church congregations were birthed
and flourished.
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THE MADISON TEMPLE CHURCH HISTORY
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it, except the Lord keep the city, the watchman
wakes but in vain.” Psalm 127:1

The Madison Temple Church began to take visible form in 1923 when a few saints migrated
from the Southland. The Reese and Tolliver families were the dear people who were responsible for
the early development of Madison Temple. Mother Carrie Reese and her sister, Sister Geneva Tolliver
were already saved and filled with the Holy Ghost when they arrived in Seattle and strongly believed in
the Power of Prayer. Yet, the only place for them to worship was the sectarian churches of the time;
few churches were recognizing the Holy Ghost.
In 1924, God began to bless mightily. Elder Sylvester Howell was inspired to conduct a revival
for Elder Lee, who recently formed a church called the “House of Prayer”, located on Day Street
between what is now Martin Luther King Jr Way and 29th Avenue South. It was in this revival that
Brother L.E. Tolliver (who later became known as Bishop Tolliver of Alaska), and Calvin Armstrong were
saved and filled with the Holy Ghost. Many saints were saved that year. Even with all the joy, there
arose heretical problems that revealed the need to establish an organized church to protect against
those who tried to destroy this small flock.
In the midst of finding their identity, Brother Tolliver encouraged as many as would to begin to
utilize a small building at the corner of Madison and East John Streets for worship. For many months,
Brother Tolliver was in charge of Sunday School, and his sister, Mother Reese would teach the flock.
On May 5th, 1926, Brother Tolliver saw the need to establish the Church of God in Christ
denominational organization in Washington State. In the same year, his efforts paid off, and the church
received a 50-year Charter in Olympia, Washington. The first trustees were L.E. Tolliver, S.L. Howell,
J.W. Burton, Ella B. Glanton, and Edward Reese.
As the years passed by the church steadily grew. In 1930 the church moved to its present
location under a rental agreement until 1937, ultimately the edifice was
purchased outright for the sum of $2500.00. The deed was initiated by the
Methodist Union of Seattle in 1946 and paid in full in 1962. During the early
negotiations to acquire this property Mother Irene Williams was the Church
Secretary.
In 1941, Elder Van Goodlow of San Francisco, California was appointed
Overseer of the State of Washington by Bishop C.H. Mason and he assumed the
pastorate of Madison Temple.
In 1954, Madison Temple experienced an economic hardship. The Church building was
in need of repairs. Pastor Goodlow was inspired to utilize another edifice located at 2417 South
King Street. Through these hard times, the church continued to grow.
In 1961, with much prayer, encouragement, and urging the brethren, Bishop Van
Goodlow decided it would be good and practical to begin remodeling the original edifice. The
saints were elated, and many liberal contributions were made. The saints had a mind to work.
The walls were refinished, the floors redone, the roof renewed, and the Madison Temple
became a living reality of God’s will. The brothers that stood with Bishop Van Goodlow to
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complete all the needed work included Deacons Calvin Armstrong, James L. Reese, Harvey
Goodlow, Leon Barrett, John Houston, Brothers Harold Dixon, Jack Holly, Charles McKinney,
Charles Bundridge, Ministers Samuel Jones, Jesse McKinney, Edgar Gray, Jr., and Elder Elvie
Payne.
The Mothers and Daughters of Zion gave their money and of themselves by laboring
night and day with rummage sales, dinners, candy sales, and many other projects and activities
to raise funds for the remodeling project. There was great joy when we marched into this
building June 3, 1962.
In 1967, the Lord called Bishop Goodlow home to rest. Elder W.J. Jones was appointed as
Pastor in March 1967. The church continued to grow. In August 1969, the Lord called Elder W.J.
Jones home to rest. Bishop T.J. Kinlow lead this great church until January 1970, when he
appointed Elder Edgar Gray, Jr. as Pastor of Madison Temple.
Yes, this church continues and is strong and growing.
Many souls are being touched by the ministry of this church.
Continued improvements to this building include a
baptismal pool, additional restrooms for the women on
the sanctuary level, a bathroom in the Pastor’s office and an
elevator for those who are physically challenged. There is an
automatically operated heating system to ensure the sanctuary
is warm when the saints arrive for church service. Recently, the church added newer windows and
insulation, covered the entire exterior with siding, installed red brick fifty-two inches high all around
the whole building, installed new lighting, painted, and installed new carpet in the sanctuary. The
church’s drainage system updated. The business of the church is conducted by a Board of Directors
that consist of seven persons. Even now the members are continuing to improve the building and the
lives in this community.
We are very cognitive that it is because of our firm spiritual foundation, great spiritual heritage,
and many sacrifices of the great leaders and pioneers of the past that we are able to enjoy the many
blessings of God in the present.
Submitted by Superintendent Edgar Gray, Jr. and James L. Reese, Jr.
“For we are laborers together with God: Ye are God’s husbandry, Ye are God’s building”
1 Corinthians 3:9
We do nothing of ourselves, nor in reference to ourselves; we labor together in that work which God
has given us to do, expect all our success from Him, and refer the whole to His glory.
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Madison Church Congregants
The photo below is outside Madison Temple COGIC on 23 rd and Madison on a typical Sunday morning in the mid1960s. In the photo, the four women in front from left to right are Sister Jay Barrett, Mother Lula Powell, Sister
Willa Reese, and Sister Deborah Reese. A young David Jones (Gorilla Graphics Owner) front and center in a red
sweater.

Below is Rodney S. Reese, Michael Gray, and
Deborah Reese in black suit. A young Billy
Jackson, bottom left corner.

Here is a photo of the Reese Family. James, Deborah,
Rodney, and Mother Willa Reese. Below is a Young

Kevin White, son of Laura Reese. Standing next to the
church & Texaco gas station on 23rd & Madison.
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1. These four photos are of the Madison Temple
church Family in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Photo
number one is (right to left) Mother Ayers, Sister Griffin,
Sister Jones in the main sanctuary.
2. Photo number two is a photo of the Madison
Missionary Board dressed in white for communion
Sunday.
3. Photo number three is Elder Griffin at the podium
with the children’s choir in the background.

4. Photo number four is the congregation downstairs in
the fellowship hall of Madison Temple COGIC in early
1960s.
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1. The young women and mothers of Madison Temple in the 1960s. From left to right is Sister Jay Barret,
Sister Barbara Young, Sister Francell Harding-Ramsey, Sister Willa M. Reese, and Sister Connie Smith. 2.
Sister Barbara has her arm around the shoulders of a guest, Bearl Barbara-Sanders, Sister Connie Smith,
and Francell Harding-Ramsey, all standing. Sister Willa M. Reese kneeling in front.
3. Below (left to right), in front of Madison Temple,
is Deborah & William Hayden, Marcella Willis,
Deborah Reese, 4. The Reese Family.
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Above left is sister Lillie Mae McCord and Sister
Richardson. Both, faithful members of the King Street and the Madison Street. Sister Lillie Mae was the church
secretary and treasurer for a number of years. Upper right, the Simmons family (Rosemary, Beverly, Sis Marvella
McKinney-Simmons, & Brenda)
Below are two couples that were faithful members of the King Street and Madison Temple Church. From left to
right is Deacon Leon Barrett, Sister Pearl Holly,
Sister Jay Barrett, and Brother Jack Holly. As I
recall the story, while at the King Street Church,
initially Jack and Pearlie (Sowell) Holley were
young single adults. On a day in 1960, while at the
King Street church, they were seen going into a
home together. Naturally, during this time that
was not wise under the leadership of Bishop Van
Goodlow. The report got back to their pastor and
naturally they were confronted about the sighting.
As it turned out this couple had eloped and had
been married for a year without any one in their
church family knowing. All is well that ends well. It
was after his tour of duty that Jack moved back to
Seattle where he met the love of his life, Sister
Pearlie. They were married under Pastor Goodlow’s teaching and remained united for 43 years, separated only
by death. Through this union they had four daughters.

118

Vacation Bible School – Photo of Mother Elizabeth Ayers (Teacher)
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Madison Temple Youth and Teens
1. Melvin Obrien, William Hayden, James Reese Jr., and Rodney Reese. Background is Deborah Reese and
James Reese Sr., 2. Michael Gray, Kevin White, Al Reese, Edgar Gray, 3. The Gaskins (Mother, George &
Carolyn), 4. Susan Barrett, Cheryl Willis & Lilian Franklin
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SECOND WASHINGTON STATE BISHOP and WIFE
Elder Thomas J. Kinlow (1901 -1972) was the Second Bishop of the State of Washington (1967-1972)
and served with his wife Mother Tennie Kinlow (1907-1993)
**Bishop T.J. Kinlow organized Districts, Superintendents, and District Missionaries during his
tenure.
Elder T.J. Kinlow began his ministerial career in Arkansas in 1934. He
pastored four churches and served as District President of the Y.P.W.W.
(Young People Willing Workers) and later as District President of Churches.
In 1957, at the request of Bishop Goodlow, Bishop Kinlow and his wife,
Tennie Kinlow moved to the Pacific Northwest. Bishop Kinlow was
appointed the pastor of Holy Temple COGIC in Spokane, Washington.
After the death of the late Bishop Van Goodlow in 1967, Bishop T.J.
Kinlow was appointed the Second Bishop of the State of Washington
Jurisdiction. Bishop Kinlow had served as the assistant to Bishop Van
Goodlow. Under his leadership, five districts were established. He appointed
the following pastors to serve as District Superintendents: Elders R,E.
Altheimer, T.L. Westbrook, L.J. Green, J.M. Young and L. Nobles. During that
time, the district fellowship meetings were held in February and March. He
served for five years as the Bishop of Washington State and departed this life in 1972. At the time of his
death, there were approximately twenty-one churches. Bishop T. J. Kinlow also owned Square Deal
Construction, a concrete company, providing job opportunities to those willing to work.
Mother Tennie Kinlow was the wife of the late Bishop T.J. Kinlow. She was saved in September
1930 under the pastorage of Elder Ike Take. Their pastorate began in the 1930’s. He was the pastor of
four churches in Arkansas. Mother Kinlow worked faithfully by Bishop’s side as the First Lady doing
whatever her hands found to do to build up the ministry. She was a licensed missionary, devout prayer
warrior and teacher of God’s word. In 1957, Bishop and Mother Kinlow moved to the Pacific Northwest
and Bishop Kinlow was appointed pastor of Holy Temple COGIC in Spokane, Washington. Mother Kinlow
was over the women’s work and coordinated the Sister’s Weekend. She was a devout Sunday School
teacher. She was a committed and devoted woman of God and as one of the older Saints in the church,
she very seldom missed a Sunday. Mother Tennie Kinlow went home to be with the Lord on April 6, 1992.
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HOLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST CONGREGATION
Here are members of the Little Chapel (i.e., Holy Temple Church of God in Christ) in Spokane
Washington in years 1957-1958. Pastor by Elder T.J. Kinlow.
1.
(Seated L-R) Sherry Merritt, unknown
woman, Sister Callie Madden, Sister Mary Sumler,
Sister Ann, unknown woman, Sister Antoinette
Joseph, Sister Eva, and Brother Earl Harris. Back row
is Sister Johnnie Martin, Elder Garland Fletcher,
Brother Richard Fuller, Brother James Sumler,
Brother Will Lewis, and Brother Larry Robinson.
2. The next two photos are of the Holy Temple
Family COGIC congregation having a fellowship
dinner after a Sunday church service which includes
Brother and Sister Noble, Brother James Sumler,
Sister Mary Sumler, Sister Harvey, Brother Edward
Howard, and others.
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Elder Solomon and Sister Solomon, children, Sister T. Kinlow (holding small child), Elder T.J.
Kinlow, unknown man, Brother James
Sumler (light suit), Mother Ethel Green,
and Joe Williams.

2. Next photo on far left is Brother
Lewis, Brother James Sumler, Brother
Virgil Martin, Elder T.J. Kinlow, and
Brother Bill Vernon.

3. Brother Solomon, Brother James Sumler,
Elder T.J. Sumler and Brother Byrd.
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1.

First photo, from right to left, is Sister
Noble,

Sister Geneva Joseph, and Sister
Fuller, 2. Second photo (left to right) are teens Carrie Ann Joseph, far
left,
Sherry (Merritt) Smith, Antoinette Joseph (Reese) center, and Lloyd Joseph(far right) all Holy
Temple COGIC members.
3. Congregational children of “Little Chapel” COGIC with Sister Mary Sumler, Carrie Ann
Joseph, and Jessie Smith.
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Here is an early baptismal of a member of “Little Chapel” in October 1955. In the water is
Elder T.J. Kinlow, an unknown man, and Brother Solomon (Little Chapel COGIC became Holy
Temple COGIC when Elder Kinlow and the congregation moved to the 3 rd Avenue site in
downtown Spokane).

Finally, overseeing the sanctification of the
congregation are the church mothers: Mother
Ethel Green, Mother Kinlow, Mother E. Pinkney
and, Mother Noble.
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Pastoral Appointment (“Mother” Church)
When the Lord called Bishop Van Goodlow home for a final rest some changes and challenges
became evident. One change noted in the Tri-City Newspaper on May 26, 1967, was:

His wife Sister Mildred (Woods) Jones
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In March 1967 the second Bishop in succession, of the Washington Jurisdiction named Elder William J.
Jones, from east of Seattle, Washington to be the Pastor of Madison Temple Church of God in Christ.

In August 1969, Elder Jones transitioned to another dimension and headed home for his final rest. Bishop
T.J. Kinlow then pastored this first State church at Madison, in Seattle, until January 1970, when he then
appointed Elder E. Gray, Jr. as Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC.
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Conflict

After the death of Pastor Willie Jones at Madison Temple
COGIC and prior to the appointment of Elder Gray at Madison
Temple, there was a dispute as to who should become the Pastor of
Madison Temple COGIC. The congregation thought it should be the
Assistant Pastor, Elder Samuel Jones (photo left). The presiding
Bishop Kinlow thought otherwise. On November 12, 1969, Deacon
James Reese Sr. traveled to Memphis, Tennessee to present the
challenges and difficulties concerning the Pastorate to the Board of
Bishops. After some deliberations, on December 8, 1969, the Board
of Bishops mailed their response back to Deacon J. Reese (note the
six-cent postage stamp above).
The letter reads: “We, the
committee on the Reese problems of
the Madison Temple Church of God in
Christ, after considerable prayer, and
the leading of the spirit, recommend that Bishop T.J. Kinlow be given
ample time to settle the problem that exist in the Madison Church of God
in Christ. Deacon Reese has promised to work with Bishop Kinlow until
the matter is resolved.”
Affixed to the letter was the signature of Bishop R.S. Field,
Chairman. Included were the signatures of Bishops J.P. Dabney, W.E. Turner, William Rimson, and
Bishop J.I. Doswell, Secretary.
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The October 2, 1969 letter is included to reflect Deacon Reese’s commitment to work with
Bishop Kinlow as he had promised to the Board of Bishops at their September 1969 meeting. Here we
have Bishop Kinlow writing to Deacon Reese just after attending the funeral proceedings of the late
Pastor of Madison Temple COGIC, Pastor Willie Jones. The Bishop is writing to the Madison Temple
COGIC and has entrusted Deacon Reese to announce the news of his return to Madison Temple and
how financial support should be distributed. On a manual typewriter with red ribbon, Bishop Kinlow
concludes this letter with a P.S. (postscript) and writes:
“P.S. I WILL NOT BE THERE FOR THE DAY BUT I HOPE YOU ALL WILL GIVE THE WIFE OF ELD
JONES THE PASTORAL DAY OFFERING. S.S. AND Y.P.W.W. I will be there for the night, and I will give
space for you all to give me an offering. I have had quite som(e) expense the trip to Calif I paid
$103.00 plus.”

Below is the announcement of the last rights for Rev. William J. Jones that
Bishop Kinlow referenced in his letter to Deacon Reese, dated October 2, 1969.
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Washington State Jurisdictional Choir (1960s)
“I am blessed and highly favored” was a favorite quote by Ronelle J. McGraw, the Maestro of the
musical arts in the Washington State Jurisdiction. Ronelle was a fine musician, composer, and a
devoted director. He was also an excellent singer, as evidenced by vocals in his song “Give Up to God.”
From the moment Ronelle gave his life to the Lord at age 7 until stepping out of time into eternity, he
epitomized LOVE, LEADERSHIP, and LOYALTY. Throughout his youth and into his adulthood Ronelle
remained committed to God. In 1961 he was appointed to be Director of the Washington State Youth
Choir and in 1964 became Director for the adults as well. In 1966 He formed the group The Gospel O.D.
Singers that fed, clothed, and purchased furniture for the destitute during Christmas. The group
ministered all over the State of Washington including parts of California and Canada.

In 1966 this gospel group composed an album entitled “Washington State Youth Choir and
Elder T.L. Westbrook.” The album included songs such as “Let it Shine,” “Give Up to God,” “I Prayed
and Prayed,” and “Witness.” The organists were Jean McGraw and Bernard Johnson, pianist Alice
Winston, on bass guitar Sonny Byers, bongo player Donald White, and Director Ronelle McGraw. The
vocals included Francell (Hardnett) Ramsey and Mildred (Jenkins) Shoecraft, who also is a pianist. The
album presented Bobbie Westbrook and Gestine (Tina) Blackwell. It is said that Bobbi and Tina, two of
the finest lead singers, put their collective heart and soul into every word. ---- Below their Album Cover
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A COGIC Souvenir Book (Complete Program Copy)

State Workers (Teamwork makes the Dream work)
With Photo of Program Chair
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END COGIC Souvenir Book
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Additional Former Pastors’ Wives in Washington State COGIC
Mother Cathryn Crockett Nobles - Wife of Superintendent Lewis Nobles (Pasco Area)
Cathryn Nobles was saved at the age of 13 years old in Vernon, Texas, in 1934 and was an active
member of the Vernon COGIC where she served as Church Secretary. In 1947, she was married to Lewis
Nobles. Her husband, Elder Lewis Nobles, was called to pastor and she was a helpmeet to her husband.
Elder Nobles founded and pastored the Trinity COGIC in Pasco, Washington. Later her husband was
appointed as District Superintendent in the Pasco, Washington area. Missionary Nobles was a kind,
gentle and meek spirit. She was a faithful and dedicated servant who worked in numerous capacities at
the Trinity COGIC. She was the President of the Prayer and Bible Band, Sunshine Band President, Prayer
Warrior, Sunday School Teacher, Bible Band Teacher, and Home & Foreign Mission worker. She was a
licensed missionary and worked in the Women’s Department as the Sunshine Band President. Mother
Nobles was a faithful member of The Church of God in Christ for forty-seven years. She departed this life
on October 12, 1981.
Mother Inez Byrd – Wife of Pastor Russell Byrd, Sr. (Seattle Area)
Inez Byrd received her religious training in the Methodist Church in Lubbock County, Texas. She
was married to Russell Byrd, Sr. in June 1921. Mother Byrd and her husband were both introduced to
holiness and were saved and filled with the Holy Ghost under the leadership of Superintendent T.F. Ford
of Lubbock, Texas. They united with the Church of God in Christ in its early years. She assisted her
husband in God’s Kingdom. In 1943, after many years of living in Texas, working their farm and working
in the church, Mother Byrd and her family relocated to Seattle, Washington. The family joined the
Madison Temple COGIC under the leadership of the late Bishop Van Goodlow. When her husband was
called to pastor, Mother Byrd was truly a helpmate and dedicated First Lady. She was a humble anointed
teacher, prayer warrior, and she loved to sing and nurture the people of God in the ways of holiness. She
worked with the Sewing Circle, was Bible Band President, and Church Mother. She was a prime example
of hospitality and opened the doors of her home providing food and residency for many church people
and others that were in need. Mother Byrd left this earth and ascended heavenly on May 31, 1984.
Mother Pearl Lee Gibson Jackson – Wife of Pastor General Jackson (Moses Lake Area)
Pearl Jackson was married to General Jackson on April 3, 1949. She was a devoted and loving wife
and mother. When her husband was called to the minister she supported him and worked faithfully by
his side. She did whatever her hands found to do. She assisted her husband in pioneering the first African
American church in the Moses Lake Community in 1952. In 1954 she and her husband established the
Deliverance COGIC. As a pastor’s wife she was a source of inspiration and profound influence in her
husband’s life. Mother Jackson was a woman of prayer and led the noonday prayer at her church. She
was the President of the Women’s Department and Sunday School Teacher in her local church. She was
a great witness to the Moses Lake Community and demonstrated the love of God to everyone she met.
Although she was differently abled, she never allowed what she could not do to stop her from doing
what she could. On July 30, 1990, God called her home.
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Mother Gladys Marie Reed Blackwell – Wife of Elder J.A. Blackwell (Tacoma Area)
In the early 1940’s, Gladys Reed and her family moved from Mississippi to Arkansas. While in Arkansas,
she met and married William Reed. Gladys began attending church, and on a Friday night shut-in
conducted by Mother R. Graham, she committed her life to the Lord. Sister Reed lived a saved life and
sought the greater things of God, holiness, and righteousness The Reed family later moved to Weed,
California, where she continued her involvement in church work under Elder Peterson. He home was
always open to people in need, the Saints, State Bishops, State Mothers, and Preachers. Them staying at
her home was notable, but the excitement came when Elder Baby Perry would fly and park his private
airplane across the street from her home. He was known as the “Flying Evangelist.”
Later, Sister Gladys moved to Tacoma, Washington, and joined the church known as Fawcett
Street Church under the late Bishop R.E. Altheimer. After a while, the family relocated to Seattle and
joined Madison Temple under the late Bishop Van Goodlow. Her commitment remained the same and
her home always had room for one more. The Saints came from many areas within the state and stayed
at her house during state meetings. All were welcome. After the death of her first husband and being
single for many years, she married Elder J.A. Blackwell, and they moved to Canada to serve as
Missionaries hosting foreign delegates and sending food and clothing to areas overseas. Mother Gladys
was a saint given to much hospitality. She transitioned homeward on February 2, 1998.

Former District Missionaries of Washington State COGIC
Missionary Freddie J. Bell; District #1 (Seattle Area)
Mother Bell and her family lived in Seattle, Washington for a number of years. Her husband, Elder
Raymond Bell pastored the King Street COGIC. She was the First District Missionary appointed to District
#1 in 1967. She worked with District Superintendent James M. Young. She served briefly as District
Missionary and later stepped down from her position when she moved to Memphis, Tennessee. Mother
Bell would go on to become the President of the International Women’s Convention, President of COGIC
Hospitality, and church mother at New Jerusalem COGIC. Mother Freddie Bell went home to be with the
Lord on December 30, 2007, in Memphis, Tennessee.
Missionary Henrietta Hicks Buckner; District #1 (Seattle Area)
Mother Buckner was saved at an early age in Wichita Falls, Texas. She worked in the church and
devoted her life to God and the ministry. She moved with her husband to Seattle in 1943 and united with
Elder Davis of the Church of God in Christ on King Street. Mother Buckner joined Madison Temple COGIC
in 1946 under the leadership of the late Bishop Van Goodlow, Elder Willie Jones and Elder Edgar Gray,
Jr. She received her missionary license under the supervision of the late Mother Rita Douglas. Mother
Douglas would stay in her home when she came to Seattle. Mother Buckner served as District Missionary
of District #4 for a brief period and was later appointed to District #1 with District Superintendent James
Young until her death. She died in 1979.
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Missionary Sarah M. Jenkins District #2 (Seattle Area)
Sarah Gordon received Christ as her personal Savior in 1949, on a streetcar in Los Angeles,
California and served faithfully under Elder Walter Sanders of All Nations COGIC in San Pedro, California.
She moved from California in 1954 with her family to Seattle, Washington. Upon arriving in Washington
State, she joined the storefront COGIC at 21st & Jefferson under the leadership of Elder L.E. Tolliver.
Mother Jenkins remained a loyal member serving with the late Bishop Tolliver and remained a member
when the church relocated to 19th & Fir and renamed Tolliver Temple COGIC. Upon the death of Bishop
Tolliver, she served under the leadership of Pastor F.L. James. Mother Sarah Jenkins received her
missionary license under the administration of State Supervisor Mother Gertrude Young. In 1967, she
was appointed the First District Missionary for District #2 serving with the late Superintendent L.J. Green.
She served faithfully at her post until she relocated to Allensworth, California.
Missionary Jenkins was known for her custom-made handkerchiefs and other artistic handiwork,
at the church conventions and elsewhere. She worked at the national conventions with Mother Willie
M. Rivers as the Co-Chair of the exhibit halls.
Mother Jenkins was an ardent evangelist who witnessed to men, women, boys, and girls on the
street corners of downtown Seattle. She would stand on the street corners and preach the gospel as
never before. She was a prayer warrior and conducted noon-day prayer at Tolliver Temple COGIC. Many
souls were saved, delivered, and set free under her ministry. Mother Jenkins fed the needy, clothed the
destitute and opened her doors to the homeless. Her acts of kindness taught lessons of compassion,
sharing, and caring for others and to her children. She departed this life on January 23, 1995, at 12:45
p.m.
Missionary Lena Brewer District #2 (Tacoma Area)
At the early age of 8 years, she was baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost in Plain Dealing, LA.,
in the Church of God in Christ where Elder Utah was the Pastor. In the early 1940’s, she moved to the
state of Michigan where she attended Bishop Well’s church. She relocated to Tacoma, Washington,
where she met and married Charles H. Brewer, Sr. on February 16, 1946.
In 1950 the family moved to Idaho Falls, Idaho where she united with the Grace Church of God
in Christ under the leadership of Elder King. In the spring of 1956, she was re-baptized. From 1978 to
2007 Missionary Brewer served the Lord faithfully for 29 years at Greater Revival Church of God in Christ
under the late Superintendent L. J. Green (founder), the late Pastor Grigori Green, and Pastor Nathaniel
Green.
Upon demonstrating a godly life, study of the word of God, and faithful service to the work of the
Lord at her local church, Missionary Brewer received her Evangelist/ Missionary license with the Church
of God in Christ. According to the divine will of God, Evangelist Missionary Brewer was appointed Third
District Missionary of the L. J. Green District where she served fifteen plus year alongside her Pastor
Superintendent L.J. Green and Superintendent James Hicks until relocating to Oklahoma City.
During Evangelist Missionary Brewer’s tenure as District Missionary of the L.J. Green District she
oversaw the functions and programs of the District Women’s Departments. She purposely visited and
encouraged every church in her district and worked closely with Mother Gertrude Young, Washington
State Jurisdictional Supervisor where she also served on the State Women’s Examining Board. Evangelist
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Missionary Lena Brewer was dedicated to home and foreign mission and served faithfully for twenty plus
years in the Nursing Home Ministries. Whatever hat Missionary Brewer wore she allowed opportunity
for the Saints to exercise their God given gift. She was called to teach God’s word and heal the sick.
Because of her obedience to God, a host of people both near and far have been richly blessed.
District Missionary Brewer was a woman of few words but a woman of prayer and fasting, a
woman of integrity, a woman approachable, a confidant woman, and a woman who loved to laugh. But
most of all she was a woman who loved all of God’s people and a woman with a kingdom vision. Mother
Brewer went home to be with the Lord on Sunday, April 25, 2010, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
Missionary Odessa Bell White District #3 (Tacoma Area)
In 1960, Missionary White and her family moved to Tacoma, Washington. That same year she
was saved and joined New Jerusalem COGIC where the late Bishop T.L. Westbrook was the pastor. For
thirty-one years she was a faithful and devoted member of New Jerusalem. She served her local church
as a member of the Board of Trustees, Chairman of the Women’s Department, Children’s Church mother,
Sunday School Teacher, Y.P.W.W. President, Pastor’s Aid member, and Choir member. On the state level,
she was a licensed missionary and member of the Board of Examiners. In 1975, she was appointed
District Missionary. On March 19, 1992, the sweet spirit of Missionary White went to join our Savior in
the home not built with hands.
Missionary Evelyn Griggs District #5 (Eastern Washington Area)
Mother Griggs moved to the State of Washington in 1943 with her husband. She received her
missionary license under Mother Gertrude Young and was later appointed as a District Missionary in
Eastern Washington. She was a member of the Finance Board and State Unit Leader of the Ministers
Wives for Unit #3 in Yakima, Washington. She was called home from labor to reward on April 1, 1992.
Missionary Alice Byrd Moore – District #9 (F.L. James District in Seattle)
Alice Byrd was born and raised in Seattle, Washington. Growing up in the church as a preacher’s
child, she learned the pioneering ways of the Saints of old. Her parents taught her at an early age the
importance of living a godly life and how to sustain it through fasting and praying and it is with these
disciplines that she conducted her entire life. It was in 1958 that Alice Byrd made the decision to live for
God and accepted the Lord as her personal Savior and was filled with the baptism of the Holy Ghost with
the evidence of speaking in an unknown tongue at a tent revival that was conducted by the late Reverend
A.A. Allen. On November 26, 1960, she was married to Mr. Alvin Selma Moore. The union lasted nearly
43 years until God called her husband home.
In the early 1970’s, God called Mother Moore to proclaim His word, and she ministered in
hospitals, convalescent homes, streets, courthouses, and courtyards. She conducted and participated in
many revivals, conferences, prayer meetings, workshops, and shut-ins. She led by percept and example,
showing others how to love God, their spouses, families, and humanity. She received her missionary
license under the leadership of Mother Gertrude Young.
Based on her dedication, commitment, knowledge, and vast experience, she served the local,
district and jurisdiction in the following capacities: Prayer Warrior, Sunday School Teacher and
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Superintendent, Bible Band Teacher, Home and Foreign Mission Teacher, Choir Director, Y.P.W.W.
(Young People Willing Workers) Teacher, Pastor’s Aid President, Anniversary Committee Chairperson,
District Greeting Committee, District Gift Committee Chairperson, District Inspirational Team, District
Women’s Department Secretary. Jurisdictional Hospitality Committee, Church Mother and District
Missionary.
Her church membership and pastors were as follows: Madison Temple and King Street COGIC
(under the leadership of Bishop Van Goodlow), Judkins Street COGIC ( Pastor Russell Byrd, Sr.), Shiloh
COGIC, (Pastor Otis Byrd), Holy City (Pastor Russell Byrd, Jr.), Tolliver Temple COGIC (Pastor O.J. Jenkins,
III), and Jubilee COGIC where her son pastored (Pastor Alvin C. Moore).
She worked for the Lord and followed leadership until her last breath. Evangelist Moore was a
devout, anointed, sanctified, woman of God. She was a true Evangelist who loved God and his people
and doing the work of the Lord. On Monday, December 21, 2015, God called her home to be with Him.

Missionary Willie B. Williams President of State Usher Board (Washington Jurisdiction)
Missionary Willie B. Williams was saved and filled with the Holy Ghost under the ministry and
influence of her only brother, the late Bishop T.L. Westbrook. Once she moved to the Pacific Northwest,
she became a member of and faithfully attended the church that her brother pastored, the New
Jerusalem Church of God in Christ. She and her children were active members there. Missionary Williams
was active in the Young People Willing Workers (Y.P.W.W.) under the leadership of Mother Byers. She
began to usher and became involved in the Sunday School Department as the children’s teacher.
She was the leader of the Prison Ministry at the Washington State Women’s Correction Center in
Purdy where she ministered for 21 years. She served for nearly 21 years as a volunteer chaplain.
She was the President of the New Jerusalem Usher Board as well as the President of the
Washington State Usher Board. Missionary Williams also served the National COGIC as Usher Captain
and an Advisor to the National Usher Board. She was also a licensed missionary under the leadership of
Mother Gertrude Young, Jurisdictional Supervisor.
Why are some women mentioned with their husbands or vice versa? I have kept the organization of this
historical document in step with our organization’s hierarchical chart. In our religious organization
seating is generally organized by perceived hierarchy. Our elevated pulpits and platforms place Bishop’s
front and center. Other Bishops and platform guest are seated center, stage left. Supervisory women
and Bishop’s wives are generally seated stage right. Pastors, Elders, Ministers, and other men are
generally seated at floor level, to one side. District Missionaries and other women of influence are
seated to the opposite side. Laity will generally fill in the remaining spaces.
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THE TRADGY OF A FEW OF OUR FOUNDATIONAL SAINTS
Sister Mary Gray
The Seattle Times reported the accident on
July 21, 1964, and the Seattle P.I. picked up
the article the next day on July 22, 1964.
The accident happened on July 17, 1964
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ROBERT LONNIE REESE – Second Generation Convert

http://books.google.com/books?id=v8EDAAAAMBAJ&printsec=frontcover#
v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/Exhibits/Housing/panel10_image9.htm
Seattle Times. July 11, 1965
Drinking and fighting, insults, and pistols: it may sound like a scene from the Wild West, but these were
the circumstances that gave birth to one of Seattle’s civil rights battles in the 1960s and galvanized a
movement for police accountability that continues to this day. What began as fight between two white
police officers and two unarmed Black men in Seattle’s predominantly non-white Central District
immediately became political when an officer shot and killed one of the African Americans. Occurring
during the heat of the civil rights movement in 1965, the shooting inspired local African American
community leaders to demand justice by making Seattle’s police department more accountable to its
citizens. And the unique method of direct action they used to call for justice was the “freedom patrol.”
The fatal shooting of Robert Reese on June 20, 1965, by a Seattle police officer made national news.
This clipping, sent to Mayor Braman from a resident of Seymour, Indiana, was accompanied by a letter
stating that "those in authority must back up their police officials and face whatever political slings and
arrows the NAACP may through [sic]."
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Courtesy: Seymour Daily Tribune, AP Wire Story, June 25, 1965. Box forty-eight, Folder 2. Seattle Office
of the Mayor Records, 5210-01. Seattle Municipal Archives.
http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/freedom_patrols.htm
http://wa.findacase.com/research/wfrmDocViewer.aspx/xq/fac.19721102_0040157.wa.htm/qx

The 1965 Freedom Patrols & the Origins of Seattle's Police Accountability Movement

by Jennifer Taylor

Robert L. Reese, a 40-year-old Black resident of Seattle’s Central District, died at 3:31 a.m. on June
20, 1965. His death inspired Seattle’s first sustained police accountability campaign. Seattle Times
July 11, 1965

Seattle Times, June 30, 1965
Part of the Seattle Civil Rights Project’s special section,
CORE and Central Area Civil Rights Campaigns, 1960-1968
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Seattle Times. June 30, 1965.
Inquest Produces "Mass of Conflicting Testimony"
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"Inquest Verdict Draws Moans": Officer Shooting Ruled Justified, Blacks
Charged with Assault
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Note: I have the original Jet Magazine from August 12, 1965, where they featured the murder of
Robert Lonnie. Back when the Magazine was only 4”W x 6”L (Obituary – Elder Edgar Leon Gray)
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Sister Betty Gray
During Sister Betty’s pregnancy someone missed the diagnosis of toxemia resulting in the loss of
both mother and the child she carried.
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Elder Edgar Leon Gray (1964-2018)
November 21, 2018, the twin who survived the 1964 auto accident that took the life of his birth
mother.

Elder Edgar Leon Gray fought a good fight, and he finished his course. He peacefully departed
this life on Nov. 6, 2018, in the company of family by his side. He was one of the twin sons spared in the
July 1964 accident.
He was preceded in death by his mother Mary Virginia Gray and sister Carol Rene Chappell and
leaves to cherish his memory his devoted and loving wife of 34 years, Zelda A. Gray, his sons William
Isaac Gray and Edgar Leon Gray, his father Pastor Edgar Gray Jr.(Gladine), his twin brother Michael A.
Gray (T.J), and brothers Paul A. Gray, and Westley J. Gray(Anne), and sisters Nancy M. Mohamed and
Altoona R. Hardy, a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, uncles, and many, many dear friends.
The Homegoing Celebration was held on Sat., Nov.24 at 11:00 a.m.at Goodwill Missionary Baptist
Church located at 126 15thAve, Seattle, WA 98112. These four tragedies had a profound effect on my
psyche, both religiously and personally.
The above lives were taken from this earth in such profound ways, Ex parte, without any notice
or any warning. The collective church and the community of Saints banded together and became the
surrogate needed in every situation.
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WA COGIC JURISDICTION- THE THIRD GENERATION OF
THE FOUNDERS’ FAMILY

This third generation bridges the gap between our COGIC 20th century Christian founders in the
State of Washington and the 21st century Christians. We touch the church today and we touched the lives
of our founders on yesterday. The myriad of ways I perceive and understand the world, humanity, and
our God is directly through these intentional relationships with our forefathers and foremothers. My five
God given senses known as smell, taste, hearing, touch, and sight have enhanced my secular and spiritual
stimuli through many of these early pioneering saints. My intentional relationship with these saints has
directly necessitated a desire for God and His mission. Because of these 20th century Christians, I love
fiercely and I appreciate the beauty in all of God’s creation and creatures. My emotions are well
developed. My ethics and morality are normal and traditional in all regards. I have embraced the gospels
commission mantle and will carry it to succeeding generations.
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Elder Lee A. and Mary L. Dennis (Founders 3rd Generation). Above right is Esther & Laura (Grandmas
Reese’s favorite grandchild). Sister Bernie, the Greens, and Katherine
(Jones) Dennis.
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The Strength of the ‘TREE’
Large trees have an even more significant
substructure, primary roots that are perennial
and secondary roots that grow in waves as the
canopy is expanding. The first root to grow of
the primary roots is called the taproot, and it
emerges as a radicle from a germinated seed.
The taproot continues to grow as the tree
matures.
“Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
His death? Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life. For if we have been united together in
the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall
be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has
been freed from sin.” Romans 6:3-7
Geneva Tolliver, Carrie (Tolliver) Reese, and L.E. Tolliver are the taproot, the primary root, the seed God has
planted in the state of Washington in the City of Seattle that has touched the world. Thank you for traveling

through these historical remembrances with me as we establish the
“Beginnings” of the Church of God in Christ in the state of
Washington and honor its founders.
As Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel to dedicate the temple, I now stand in
the presence of this great cloud of witnesses and this great
congregation of disciples in Washington State to offer a prayer of
thanksgiving to God, and I too spread forth my hands towards
heaven, and like Solomon I also say;
“Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in the heavens
above, or in the earth beneath, who keeps covenant and mercy with
thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart.”
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God, you have kept every promise that you promised all these valiant men and women, these
founders, warriors, and their families who have sacrificed their very lives for this great work of the gospel
here in the city of Seattle, the great State of Washington, and beyond. These pioneering Saints have
ushered God’s grace into our very existence. Yes, they have sweetly and carefully ushered Your
undeserved grace into a chaotic world. With love and kindness have they represented the gospel
message to the world! Their hospitality is unparalleled. Their ethical and moral treatment towards
humanity, in its entirety, has abled, freed, fused, and transformed believers who exclusively seek justice
for humanity, not simply revelatory of a specific culture or community. These founders left a legacy of
sincere faith.
"Without faith it is impossible to please God" Heb 11:6
These founders’ theology, which is the critical study of concepts of God and of the nature of
religious ideas was “spot on.” What is traditionally taught as an academic discipline, typically in
universities, seminaries, and schools of divinity was extolled in their everyday life, preached from their
pulpits, and daily lived out for all to witness. My observation and understanding of these gentle men and
women of Washington State were folks who trusted God. Their view that theology was a “description of
God and His world” and concerns religion, denomination, the public and private domain, the visible and
the invisible, etc., was revelatory. Their demonstrated lives were a call to worship God and intentionally
offer my body a “living sacrifice” and seek after the salvific promises that bring about redemption and
transformation.
God desires, wants, needs His church to engage with the world. The ecclesial body of Christ is so
consumed with not becoming like or entangled with the world we have forgoten the world’s need for
fairness, patience, ethics, and moral justice. The church has overlooked and, in some cases, even
abandoned the words of Amos, one of God mouthpieces:
“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Amos 5:24 ESV
Many hands make light the work.
My father would often say to me, “If you’re standing on the corner of faith and truth and you are
all alone, yet, you are standing on the Bible and biblical principles, then stand. Stay right there!”
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THE “VISION” CONTINUED – OTHER CHURCH LEADERS
Elder R.E. Altheimer (1914-1977) – 3rd Bishop in Succession (Tenure 1972-1977) – and
Mother Bernice Altheimer – First Assistant State Supervisor
Elder R.E. Altheimer succeeded the late Bishop T.L. Kinlow. He was appointed the third Presiding
Bishop of the State of Washington in 1972 and served until 1977. In 1943, he, Sister Bernice (Sims)
Altheimer, and the family moved to the Pacific Northwest and settled in the Seattle area. They
worshipped at Madison Temple Church of God in Christ under the leadership of the late Bishop Van
Goodlow. Two years later, Bishop Goodlow appointed Elder Altheimer to a new field of labor in Tacoma,
Washington. He and his wife, Sister Bernice Altheimer and their two children (Clarice and Ernett) and
four members started having service in a house which had been converted into a church. They
worshipped there for a while until the Lord blessed him with a beautiful edifice, Emmanuel Temple
Church of God in Christ in Tacoma, Washington. Later he founded and purchased the Altheimer Church
of God in Christ at 1121 South Altheimer
Street, Tacoma, Washington.
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Elder T.L. Westbrook (1924-2013) – Fourth Bishop in Succession of the State of Washington (Tenure
1977-2013)
Elder and Sister Westbrook and their family moved to the city of Tacoma, Washington in
September 1956 from Dumas, Arkansas. He accepted Christ as his personal Savior at the age of 9 years
old. Elder Westbrook was a WWII veteran. He acknowledged his call to the ministry in 1953 and began a
pastoral career in 1954 in Cole Spur, Arkansas. After living in the Tacoma area for a while, he was
impressed upon and commissioned to start a work for the Lord.
He started his Tacoma church in September 1957; he founded
the New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ. It was a little rented store
on 21st and “G” Street, in Tacoma, Washington. He pastored there for
more than a year with only his family as members. Through much
fasting and fervent prayer, God began to add souls to the church. Many
souls received their baptism into the body of Christ. Along with the
increase in membership came the formation of two choirs. Within two
years a youth and senior choir was organized. The larger growth in
membership also brought a need for a larger place of worship. In 1961,
the New Jerusalem COGIC moved to 1403 South “M” Street. Within
the eight years the church was at that location many auxiliaries were
added. The church had a
regular broadcast each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. on
Station KMO 1360 AM. Later, the church moved to a new
location at 1623 South 11th Street where they worshiped and
sponsored apartments for low-income residents.
Bishop Westbrook gained national prominence in
1992 when he became Chief Justice of the Judiciary Board, the
panel that interprets the bylaws and constitution for the
Churches of God in Christ. He held this position for 14 years
(two terms).
The Westbrooks had eleven children. He was a
spiritual father to hundreds more. They were married for 68
years, separated only by death.
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Elder Leo C. Brown (1942-2018) – Fifth Bishop in Succession of the State of Washington (Tenure 20142018)
The death of Bishop T.L. Westbrook brought forward a new revelation and revelatory acts in
the State of Washington. A newly formed second COGIC Jurisdiction was established. The elders and
ministers voted to expand the leadership footprint, in the church here. Thus, the Washington
Northwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction was formed. The then ministerial team of the Washington State
Jurisdiction held a meeting in the fellowship hall of Mount Zion Baptist church to elect a successor to
Bishop T.L. Westbrook in the person of Elder Leo C. Brown.
Elder Leo C. Brown became the fifth (5th) Bishop in succession of the singularly established
Washington State Jurisdiction. Armed with an unwavering love for God’s people, courage, strength,
and tenacity, Bishop began his tenure in the face of many obstacles. A young Leo was nurtured in the
Word of God by his mother. In 1963, Leo decided to accept Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior,
and this changed his life forever. Two years later he began his pastorate under the leadership of Bishop
R.E. Altheimer in Tacoma, Washington. Leo Brown has
served his country in the United States Army. He was
formally educated in the Washington D.C. public school
system, received his Bachelor’s Degree in Public
Administration and later received his Doctor of Divinity
Degree from the A.L. Hardy Academy of Theology.
In his lifetime Elder Brown has received numerous
awards for his civic and religious involvement. By the late
1960’s, Dr. Leo Brown Jr. and his wife, Barbara had a vision
to cultivate a stronger community through stewardship
and hope. They founded the “Progress House” work release program and decided to put their passion
to work. They began ministry programs to work with incarcerated men. In 1971, they expanded their
program to include the Purdy Treatment Center for women while simultaneously founding a summer
camp for underserved youth.
Today, in addition to its Tacoma location, Progress House operates work-release facilities in
Seattle and Portland, serving approximately six hundred men and women each year. They also opened
the True Vine Senior Citizen Apartments, which include twenty-three apartments funded by HUD for
elderly low-income tenants.
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Elder James E. Hicks, Sr. (1940-2018) – Pastor & Founder of Unity COGIC, First Bishop of Washington
Northwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, and Mother Helen B. Hick
Elder James Hicks became District Superintendent of L.J. Green District, and in 2015 became the
first Jurisdictional Prelate of the newly formed Washington Northwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
In 1993, Elder James Hicks was appointed District Superintendent to District #2,
where the late Superintendent Luther James Green, Sr. was the District
Superintendent. Because of his love for Superintendent Green and his
commitment to honoring legacy, he requested to have the district renamed to
the L.J. Green District. Under his administration the district grew to ten
churches. Bishop Hicks held various positions in the jurisdiction; he was
appointed Jurisdictional Chief Adjutant to the late Bishop T.L. Westbrook and
later elevated to 1st Administrative Assistant.
His Inaugural Banquet Celebration was held in 2014 to which the community, constituents,
family, and friends of Bishop James E. Hicks gathered to honor and celebrate the Episcopal Elevation
and Appointment of Bishop James E. Hicks, to the highest office of the Church of God in Christ.
Helen Hicks was saved when she was a young girl. In the Spring of 1956, Helen and her family
moved to Seattle, Washington. She met and married Corporal James E. Hicks in April 1963. Mother Hicks
was the First Lady of Unity COGIC. In her role and responsibility as First Lady she served as the President
of the Women’s Department, Mother’s Board Advisor, Bible Band Teacher, and a member of the Board
of Trustees. Mother Hicks was elevated as First Lady of the L.J. Green District in 1993. She served
faithfully as the First Lady of the district from 1993-2014. In 2014, her husband, Superintendent James
Hicks was installed as Bishop, and she served as the First Lady of the Washington Northwest Ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction until her death.
Mother Hicks received her missionary license under the leadership of the late State Supervisor,
Mother Gertrude Young. It was under Mother Gertrude Young that she was appointed as the First
President of the Washington State Greeters. She also served for many
years as President of the Ministers’ Wives Seattle Unit #1, State
Executive Hospitality Committee where she served for 15 years. She
did whatever she could to assist in working with the men of the
Washington State Jurisdiction to protect the Washington State
headquarters. Mother Helen Hicks was very instrumental and
coordinated with the Superintendents to avoid the loss of the
Washington State headquarters property. On the national level she
was a member of the National Task Force.
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The Corner Stone
This historical setting of the “corner stone” at the current Madison Temple Church of God in
Christ in the State of Washington was monumental. A memorial corner stone was placed, December 12,
2010, the Board of Directors were Edgar Gray Jr., Ennick Jordan, Julia R. Moore, Lillie M. McCord, Cleaven
Wright Jr., Terry Moore, and Edgar Leon Gray.
Cornerstones are laid to give strength to the two walls with which they are connected, the
“Cornerstone” serves also to provide the future generations and two adjoining jurisdictions with
information about the genesis of the organization that is housed in its structure and the State of
Washington. The building will still stand after the builder has passed off the seen.
“Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone.
A precious corner stone, a sure foundation:” Isaiah 28:16
Founding Family Members
Bishop L.E. Tolliver*
Bro. Edward & Mother Carrie Reese*
Mother Geneva Tolliver*
*Deceased
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Pictorial Description of the “Corner Stone” and the “Many Hands”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is often quoted as saying that “The arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends towards justice.” That is true – but it only happens when caring,
committed people put their hands on that arc and pull it towards justice. We must be those
people.
- Eric Holder
-
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The Many Hands (E. Holder)
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STATE OF ALASKA NOTICE
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COGIC CHARTER (1927)
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Deeds and Building Plans
Included with the Deeds and Building Plans are the three transference deeds to 2239 E Madison Street
including the full legal description to this parcel
(Carrs Addition Block 3 Lot 7 East 70 ft).
The First is the Purchase Contract (Statutory Deed, Corporation) which reflects the agreed purchase
price ($2500.00) in the year 1946 between the Methodist Union of Seattle and Madison Church. The
initial contract was signed by the trustees: Calvin Armstrong, Russell Byrd, and Charles House.
The second is a Quit Claim Deed often used to Transfer Title and Ownership once the contract price has
been fulfilled. The Quit Claim Deed reflects 1. New owners, 2. Title transfers and 3. receipt of
Ownership which is acknowledged, received, and signed by Rev. Van Goodlow on January 11, 1962.
Third, with the next stroke of the pen, on January 11, 1962, the trustees Calvin Armstrong, Samuel
Jones, Harold Dixon, James Reese, and Edgar Gray signed a Quit Claim Deed gifting (i.e., transferring
ownership from a sole owner Goodlow to a corporation) to their non-profit corporation the building
commonly known as the Madison Temple Church of God in Christ, located at 2239 E Madison Street, in
King County.
Finally, I have included the proposed alterations to the Madison Temple Church, in 1961, and the new
look building plans for the Madison Temple Church, Building Permit #492996 in King County Building
Department.
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Altered Building Plans and Permit (1961)
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Additional Neighborhood Influences (1960s)
The Black Panther Party for Self Defense was initially established in Seattle in the
spring of 1968. It was one of the first authorized chapters outside of California. The
Seattle chapter also lasted longer than most; it survived until 1978. Although the
membership was never large, the organization made a major impact on the Central
Area and the greater Puget Sound region.
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Washington Overseer

It is sometime noted that the State of Washington had an Overseer in the 1930s, appointed by
Bishop C. H. Mason in Memphis, Tn. Little information was available at the time of printing.
Possible Grave Marker Inscription
In Memory of Our Beloved Pastor
Rev Arthur J Jones
Born Sept 21, 1894
Died Nov 17, 1961
The Lord Is My Shepherd
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Compliments to Our COGIC Washington Warriors
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Affirmation of Our Faith
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References to the Edward & Carrie Reese’s legacy!

Thank You!
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